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On the other side uf the iMr-Gur= 
man border 45 division cquitalenis 
sand at the reudy and experts feel hit 
this is six morc than the ninimum Iv 
qeme lor an Mack by Ihe first 
strategic echelon. 

During the first five uys Nato coukl 
increase ils troop level to 30 division 
equivalents, whereas the Wirsaw Pact 
vould make 68 divisions operational 
during the same period, jacking ııp this 
figure to 86 in the three subsequent 
days. 

Nato could only increase the nunıber 
of divisions to 31 during that time. 

The extrapolation of the time axis 
shows that the superiority of the War- 
saw Pact remains. 

After 20 days il could deploy almost 
100 division equivalents and reach its 
maximum troop strength of 126 divi- 
sions within 40 days. 

Nato could only respond with a1 most 
48 divisions after that period. Bonn feels 
that reducing the number of divisions is 
not enough to offset this imbalance. 

Delaying effects, it says, should be in- 
cluded in the deployment structure of 
the remairiing divisions, ' for example, 
via the storage of part of their equip- 
ment in depots which are far behind the 
front line. : 

Differences have alrekdy emerged be- 
tween the' Ideks of the Warsaw Paci and 
Nato even’ befoté a negatiatihg mandate 
has been drawn up. 

According to Western’ èxperts Mos- 
cow would like to’see tactical ‘opern- 
tlonal nuclear forces “organically: in- 
cluded" in riegotianlions as well as 're- 
spective air ‘forces.: Nato Has ESE 
allons about both:!.'’ : 

Above all, the West cloes not wani ne- 
gotlations on weapons which’ can: be 
equipped with nuclear warheads ی‎ E 
craft, missiles and fleld guns.’ : 

. To’ include this 'cateğory, the West 
fenrs; would lead-tûca Soviet demtind for 


„„ û reduetion-of the. West's airborne supe” 


tiority: as a service in return for thé re- 


uetlono Soviet E E 


i, Cohntlnued: on page WI 


Together wilh mobile artillery they 
cuuld be used [ur Fast and extensive op- 


erations, 
Their deuyment. therefore, serves 
he me npurtant ubjvCtivv ol CunVen- 


tional! disarmament: the elimination of 
invasion capability. 

Altogether, the German propusal 
would like to see four aspects acceptexl 
as criteria in negotiations. 

First, the main arms caleguries 
should be tanks, artillery above |Û-cen- 
uimerre calibre and the armoured infan- 
try conıbat vehicles. 

Second, negotiations should focus on 
large military units, beginning with the 
battalion and the brigade on the western 
side and the division on the eastern side. 

Third, the logistical support capacity, 
i.e. the capacity of supply units, should 
also be ranked as a part of the offensive 
capability. 

Fourth, the speed with which troop 
reinforcements can be deployed and to- 
tal troop strength achieved should also 
be taken into account. 

The ability of the Warsaw Pact and 
marked discrepancy in the abilities of 
the Warsaw Pact and Nato in the latter 
case is regarded as a particular problem 
by Western military experts. 

If a time axis qf 40 days in takepn'as a 
reference başé Nato’ currently bas only 
14 division equivalents in the Federal 
Republic af Germany, 

This gives an idea of the number of 
units actually deployed in the Federal 
Republic, since the nominal figure of di- 


yisions there is 22. 1 


Bonn makes conventional 
disarmament proposals 


tanks, 11,000 armoured infantry com- 
bat vehicles and 22,000 artillery field 
guns; 220,000 soldiers could be sent 
home. 

Nato would have to disband two of its 
48 divisions, whereas the Warsaw Pact 
would have to eliminate 80 of its 126 di- 


visions, 
One high-ranking Bonn government 
representative quite rightly asked 


whether the Warsaw Pact is likely to be 
willing to do this. 

if Moscow claims to support the oh- 
jective of asymmetrical disarmament of 
conventional forces to parity levels and 
maintains that the funcls previously used 
for Soviet truops should be channellecl 
into the modernisation of the Soviet 
economy the Kremlin must tke these 
proposals seriously. 

A cutbuck fram 4¥ to 46 (livisions on 
the western side would leave Nit with 
4S per CUM nf ite surrey iliined 
troop level ın Lentral kurope. 

The question why the proposal does 
unt set ull te reduce Nato's own arms 
level any further is answered with refer- 
ence to the need to retain defensive cap- 
ability. 

Disarmament to 75 per. cent of the 
current equipment level would already 
“disorganise" the defence of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the experts say. 

Before the Warsaw Pact makes a 
move, however, the concept forwarded 
by the Bonn government must be ac- 
cepted by the other Nato partners. 

Reservations exist, for example, with 
regard to the introduction of armoured 
infantry combat vehicles as a “main arms 
category” in negotiations alongside the 
battle tanks and artillery field guns. 

Some alliance partners are currently 
equipping their armies with new ar- 
moured infantry combat vehicles and 
arê not keen ori scrapping them gain 
straight away. 

The difficulties involved in develop- 
a clear definition: of what an ar- 


ET iafgatry. conbat vehicle is will 


blj cause grater problems. 
0 fegls the Inclusion of this afms 
category is absolutely ‘esséntial. 
Modern vehicles in this category are 
equipped’ Willi guns which are compar- 
able with the equipment Of battle tanks 


merin 


AEROSPACE ا‎ 1 : 
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space venture with USA 
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lhe Warsaw Pact and Nato have re- 

peatedly professed their support for 
disarmament. : 

The MBFR talks in Vienna on the 
nutual balanced force reduction in 
Central Europe, in progress for l4 
years, have not produced the desired re- 
sults. 

So hoth sides feel the time has come 
for a new line of ıpprvach. 

Its aim is disarmament from the At- 
lantic to the Urals, in line with thie pro- 
posal put forward by Soviet leader Mi- 
khail Gorbachov. 

The 23 Warsaw Pact and Nalo mem- 
ber-states are envisiged as negotiating 
partners. 

Clerts ite cuttcnlly undvı wuty lis 
clahourate a negotiating mandate, an 
agrevment on lhe cxactl terms of refer- 
ence for negutialions. 

Nato members must first clarify their 
own ideas and reach agreemenl on ù 
disarmament concepl. The Foreign 
Ministers agreed on this in Reykjavik 
last year. 

The Bonn government — the driving 
force in this process — has adopted a 
concept and presented it to fellow Nato 
members for discussion. 

Bonn's disarmament proposal seeks 
to reduce to parity the conventional for- 
ces of the Warsaw Pact and Nato in 
Central Europe. 

The term “Central Europe” has been 
redefined, It refers to Europe stretching 
in a West-East direction from the At- 
lantic to the Urals, exclpding the area 
north of the Elbe and south of the Alps 
as well as the military districts of Len- 
ingrad and Odessa. 

Bonn justifies this demarcation by 
claiming that it does not want to make 
proposals which could in any way give 
the impression that it is .ımakingrup ita al- 
liance partners’ for them. 

The groundwork for the disarmament 
proposal made it clear how great the 
discrepancy is between an abstract pro 
fession of support for asymmetrical dis- 
armament to as low a ‘parity level as 
possible and the êjaboration. of a con 
crete proposal, : 

Bonn's concept envişagês A 1. sein) 
down on both sides to 46 “division 
equivalents" and a total of 14,000 battle 
tanks, 7,500 armoured infantry combat 
vehicles and 7,500 field guris. 

' For Nato. this. would mean,.a duc! 
tion of 800 battle tanks, 400 armoured 
infantry combat, vehicles arid. 400 field 


Buns. Ninethousahd sajdieis could hen ! 


be sent home. 
i The Warsaw Pact’ ‘would hae to ou 


back its armed forces by 25;000 batile : 


dhe. 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Romantic 
Route N 


German roads will get you 
there — and if you haven't yet 
made up your mind, why not 
try the Romantic Route? It 
runs from Wûrzburg on the 
Main to Füssen high up in the 
Bavarian mountains. 
Romanticism is not an escape 
from the down-to-earth 
present into the past. We feel 
these little old towns are a part 
of living history that carries 
more conviction than many a 
book. 
You may have heard of 
Rothenburg, Dinkelsbüh! or 
Hohenschwangau. But have 
you ever been to Nördlingen 
with its unspoilt mediaeval 
town centre? Or Augsburg, 
the 2,000-year-old trading 
centre, episcopal seat and 
Free Imperial City? Or 
Feuchtwangen and 
Donauwörth? 


Visit Germany and see for 
yourself Gothic, Baroque and 
Renaissance architecture. Let 
the Romantic Route be your 
guide. 


1 The Tauber valley 

2 Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
3 Augsburg 

4 Wûrzburg 


DZT Wi DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 
FUR TOURISMUS EV 
Beethovanstrasse 69, D-600Q Franktyri/M,. 


(Phoıe: dpa) 
Right wing wins 
protest votes 
in rural areas 


hat can molivate over 253,0100 

Baclen-Württemherg voters tw 
hack splinter parties. most of them con- 
çervutive, not fo say ultra right-wing 
Aıml how can their minds be changed’? 

Assuming not All these voters to he 
dyed-in-the-wououl reactionaries or righl’ 
wing extremists, (heir behaviour Nut 
be vicwed First ull FOFCMIOSL its il prolent 
Vuk, 

Heinz Galinski, chairman of the Cen- 
ıriıl Council uf Germin Jews, miùy in 
general be right in suying that splinter 
parties have gained support because the 
established political parties are too cun- 
cerned with industry ind the economy 
and too litile concerned with young 
people. 

But young voters were by no means 
alone in supporting splinter groups in 
Bnden-Wiürttemberg, and their motives 
cannot be pigeonholed that simply; they 
are more varied. 

They have no common denominator 
other than ‘that of being protest votes. 
Scandals and affairs can be said to have 
depleted the fund of goodwill enjoyed 
by all the established parties. 

Protest votes may also point to re- 
gional or local factors, such as dissatis- 
faction and frustration among farmers, 

In areas where structural weakness 
triggers unemployment and fears for the 
future extreme right-wing slogans on 
political asyîum or policj toward aliens 
will gain a readier hearing. 

Splinter parties to the political right 
of the CDU fared best in rüral areas. 
The conservative Ecological‘ Parly may 
well have benefited from the constant 
squabbling among the Greens,’  ' 

The CDU has forfeited the support of 
religiously molivated 'anti-abortionists. 
The CDU/CSU'-hns fesponded to this 
gröuridswell. by planning abortion law 
amendments that are in dispute within 
the Bonn coalition. و‎ 
.-‘There arë other sectors In which the 
government ‘andl the CDU’ lenders are 
moving faster than thelr tradilional sup- 
porters... Many fee] the ‘government's 


„policy ‘on the Germari Question is no 


longer sufficiently national or patriotic, 

` .' Efforts.to.give the CDU a more pra- 

gréssive :or' Up’to-date image,'as .repre» 

sented -‘by: ıpûliticlans such . aš .Rlia. 
Continued on page’4.'.*. :. 


Premier Lothar Spdth (left) and Chancellor Kohl revlew!ng Baden-Wûrttem- 
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berg election results in Bonn 


manifesto to attract Baden-Württem- 
berg voters. Thal is a widespread SPD 
shortcoming in Lothar Spãtlı's Baden- 
Wiürttemberg. Many SPD supporters 
voted Spêth because they were con- 
vinced their man would get nowhere. 

To this extent the SPD's poor show- 
ing in Baden-Wiürtlemberg may be a 
special case, attributable to Herr Spith 
and not applicable clsewhere. 

The Greens described their perfornm- 
ance as u success for hard work lheedless 
of party factions. 

The Realos, or supporters of Real 
politik, hold the whip hand among ıl 
Greens. Their work has seemed more 
effective than that of Fundlis, or fundi- 
mentilists. elsewhere. 

Rigb-wing parties belncen then 
polled just over five per cent, which at 
first glance is hound to seem alarming. 

But analysis of the election results re- 
veals that most of these votes were cast 
hy CDU supporters İn rural areas. 

After a difficult period of adjustment 
for the farming community the pendulum 
of support for right-wing parties is likely 
to swing back to the CDU, as it did in the 
1970s. Hans-Jörg Sottorf 

(Handclshlatl, Düsseldorf. 22 March 1 9UK} 
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Baden-Württemberg poses 


all parties 


Herr Spãth skilfully played off Bad- 
en-Württemberg’'s strength against the 
coalition clashes in Bonn. 

His strength consists of Baden- 
Wiürttemberg's economic potential and 
the personal esteem in which he is held 
by members of all parties. 

Can the Bonn coalition remain unaf- 
fected for the time being by the Baden- 
Wiürttemberg election results, as Herr 
Kohl argues, even though Herr Spûth 
may seek to püsh through amendments 
to the 1990 tax reform package in the 
Bundesrat? 

The Free Democrats can certainly 
not be unaffected. Nor, above all, can 
the Social Democrats. ' 

‘The FDP can best argue.that Baden- 
Wilrttemberg was an cxceptional situa- 
tion. Herr Spith's all-or-nothing ap- 
proach cost them dearly at the polls. 

The Free Democrats will need to 
wonder whether their voter appeal is 
adequate where Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher and Bonn’s forcign policy are not 
at stake. 

The Free Democrats have looked 
most shaky in connection with the pro- 
posed reform of the heulth service. 

The SPD will he hardest pul to ex- 
plain why it, after making general head- 
way, lost ground in Baden-Württemberg 
despite being (he natural challenger aud 
boasting a sound Oppusition leader in 
Dieter Spûri. 

SPD leader Hans-Juchen Vogel Mas 
irrtalgd by a Bunk. cuklrcapuudell » 
query whether the Social Democrats 
had suffered ùt the polls from the de- 
bite un shorler wurking hours lur less 
pay launched by his deputy, Oskar La- 
fontaine. 

This reaction shows that he cannot 
rule out the possibility. SPD business 
manager Anke Fuchs simply says this is- 
sue must be "sounded out." 

SPD strategists must he much more 
embittered by the failure of their new 


problems for 


3 ا 


Ns: of the political parties in Bonn, 
not even the CDU, was in a victory 
mood aftëér the Baden-Württemberg 
state assembly elections. e 

Thé Christi Democrats may havê 
retained their absolute majority of seals 
in the assembly but they lost percentage 
points just as the CDU has done in 
other polls since 1985. 

In Baden-Wiürttemberg the CDU 
failed to retain the absolute majority of 
votes cast İt had held for 16 years. 

It mainly owes its retention of an abso- 
lute majority in the state assembly to û 
tour de force by Premier Lothar Spãth. 

No-one wondered at CDU head of- 
fice in Bonn where the party might have 
stood without him. There was no need; 
they all knew. 

Herr Spãth can afford to feel he was 
the real winner at the Baden-Württem- 
berg polls, with the CDU in Bonn being 
able to bask in his reflected glory. 

Chancellor Kohl sought to redirect a 
little of the glory to Bonn, arguing that 
he himself had been a leading cam- 
paigner in Baden-Württemberg. 

As Federal chairman of the CDU he 
is bound to adopt this line of argument. 
He cannot want others 10 follow suit 
and iadupt Herr Spiûlhs suUcccsstul 
strategy of limited conflict with Bonn. 

Biaden-Württemherg musi, from the 
CDU leader's viewpoint, stay iı special 
case. Even Herr SpÃth agrees, arguing 
that his approach must not be seen as an 
“export.” 

The CDU, he says. must decide on 
the merits of the case which approach 10 
adopt. It cannot afford to rebuff the 
FDP in the Lûnder too often; otherwise 
the Bonn coalition would suffer. 


which they could hope to do so. The So- 
cial Democrats need only to win a few 
percentage points more, as in Baden- 
Wiürttemberg, to take over power in 
Schleswig-Holstein. 

Aparı from the Baden-Wiürltemberg 
boost to the CDU's self-esteem, the 
Christian Democrats enter the run-up 
to the Schleswig-Holstein elections in 
virtually as poor a position as before- 
hand. : 

In Bonn Helmut Kohl cannot savour 
Lothar Spath's Baden-Würltemberg 


! victéry'tê thé’ fil bêcduše it was partly 


due to Herr Spãth drawing a distinction 
between his Land policies and those of 
the Federal government, 0, 
The Chancellor cainot welcome Herr 
Spãth's successful campaign policy of 
highlighting local successes and criticis- 
ing the Federal government; ' .| 
`" What if other CDU Premiers were to 


follow this example?’ 

; ` Herf Kohl has had to accep the‘ fat 
that thê :CDU's .wetory in Baden 
Württemberg has beon ascribed solely 
toLothar§pfth,. ' .: °’ 
`" He'can Afförd' lo do so inasmuch as û 
CDU defeat ' in ' Baden-Wiürttemberg 


` would have beên'lald at his doûr’hnd not 


at Herr Spûth's. ا‎ : 
“1l .<: ° BodosSchulte - 
(Nordwesl Zeitung, Oldenburg, 22 March 1988} 


. Stop sniping, 
[ Chancellor 
warns coalition 


always react nervously when their sup- 
port at the polls falls dangerously near 
five per cent (below which they would 
no longer qualify for parliamentary rep- 
resentation). .ı 4g jen je dg a ° a...” 
The FDP wouid do well to stand by 
the Bonn coalition .to .the hilt, Any fur= 
ther squabbles in Bonn. will. further re- 
duce their chances of polling: five per 
cent in Schleswig-Holstein in May, 
. Unlike. .the.. ' Baden-Württemberg 
CDU, Çhristian' Democrats .in ‘Schles- 
wig-Holstein. are : keenly interested ‘in 
ensuring that the FDP is returned:to'the 
state assembly, . .ı ı. -. a 
, Despite the: boost gained by. Herr 
Spãth's ıpoll showing in the south-west, 
they are well.aware that on their own 
they stand-no chance of retaining'power 
up north: : e E 
. ‘The CDU and FDP.are'unlikely, even 
in joint, harness, to.win enough seats (O 
farm a coalition government in Kiel af- 
ter.the Barschiel affair, but a CDU-FDP 
.caalition..is. tbe ‘only configuration in 


hancellor Kohl's appeal to his Bonn 
coalition partners to demonstrate 
greater solidarity was aimed in equal 
measure at the CDU, the CSU and the 
FDP, EEE 
All, three coalition parties have 
sought to set themselves apart from the 
rest, thereby contributing . toward the 
unfavourable impression created by the 
Federal government.. , . ۰. . 
His further remark that it had.not 
paid the FDP to constantly advocate 
views inconsistent with the terms of the 


coalition agreement was agira warn . 


ing shot across .the Free Democrats’ 
bows, 
Herr Koht çan afford to sound a 
warning note, Premier .Spãth ,of Baden- 
Wiürttemberg. retained hiş absolute 
CDU. majority in the state assembly by 
consistently refusing to court the FDP. . 
This policy led to.a serious electoral 
setback for the FDP in Baden-Württem- 
berg, where the Free Democrats were 
suddenly no.longer needed to, ensure 4 
Parliamentary majorlty., i. 
The Chancellor has iow sounded a 
similar. note. in .Bonn, reminding the 
FDP that it too is bound by Cabinet dis- 
cipline and that he has no intention of 
handling..a :too self-assured. coalition 
Partner with.kid gloves: 0: . ıi. 
This warning, reflects hiş fear, based 


on experience, that:the:Freg Democrats . 


0 


On the military front It lias stepped ۶ 
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be restored. US security needs were | 
be respected. The Sandinistas were 
be offered face-saving terms. 

The resumption .of fighting on 
border between Honduras and Nica 
gua shows how tough this task is, | 
Central America war has always. beçı 
the rule — and peace the exception, 

US military aid is to help the neş 
democracies to ward off Marxist su 
version. Economic aid is to make soe] 
reforms possible. 

Not until social reforms have beg 
implemented will the desire for pea 
and democracy take root. 

„But traditional willingness for violeay 
in’ Central America, fuelled by arch 
sources, has joined forces with the brug 
ity of guerrilla and low-intensity warfare, 

Pacification of a region where feudy 
conditions and hectic attempts at not 
ernisation exist side by side, where cla 
struggle and racial conflict intensij 
each other, is tantamount to squaring 
the circle. 

There is agreement on one point only: 
that a US intervention would deprive any 
regional realignment of its legitimacy, 

Despite the special US relationship 
with the country on either side of the 
Panama Canal this applies to Panama in 
equal measure, 

When General Noriega, a tinpot dic 
tator, calls President Reagan's bluff lk 
is bound to enjoy a measure of domes 
support — and sympathy in neighbour 
ing countries. 

Washington finds it hard to make 
friends in Central America who hate 
democratic credentials and politic 
credibility. This is a historic burden tk 
United States must bear. 

Gtinther Nonnentnacher 
(tL ratfurier Allgemelne Zeitung 
tuı Deulchland, 18 March 1984} 
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Wi FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Panama exemplifies the motives of 


in Central America 


In Central America both motives of 
US international expansion, freedom 
and democracy and power politics, have 
clashed hard. 

Every country in the peninsula extend- 
ing from Mexico to Panama has experi- 
enced US intervention since the 19th 
century. The United’ States is not just the 
most keenly-sought partner in the region; 
it is also the powerful, threatening, seem- 
ingly hostile “northern neighbour,” 1 

In the mid-1980s there was a promis- 
ing trend when, in 1984, a Christian 
Democrat came to power, defeating an 
extreme 'right-winger associated with 
the “death squadrons.” 

Dictatorship came to an end in Gua- 
temala at the beginning of 1986. In Hon- 
duras civilian power changed hands, 

With Presidents Duarte, Cerezo and 
Azcona democracy and peace seemed 
to stand a chance in Central America. 

Nicaragua, with its urge to export the 
Sandinist revolution, mainly in the form 
of logistical and military support for 
Marxist guerrillas in neighbouring 
countries, was felt to be a troublemaker. 

Managua was felt to be a mischief- 
maker — both from Washington and in 
Central America itself, 

After years of vain attempts by the 
Contadora Group President Arias of 
Costa Rica sought last year to reach 
agreement with all concerned. 

Central Americu's fragile democra- 
cles were to be stabilised, Peace was to 


LN EEE 


oppression or force on American states 
thal had declared their independence 
would be considered an unfriendly act 
toward the United States. 

President Wilson's January 1918 14- 
Point Programme was a peace draft de- 
signed to make the world safe for 
democracy. 

After the Second World War, in con- 
nection with Communist subversion in 
Greece, President Truman renewed 
Washington's pledge to support al! free 
peoples threatened with subjugation. 

In 1962 President Kennedy gave a 
further assurance that the United States 
would “go anywhere” and “pay any 
price" to defend freedom. 

President Reagan's support for the 
Afghan and anti-Sandinista resistance 
must be seen in the light of this same 
tradition, 

But the pathos of freedom and self- 
determination has always been ob- 
structed by the striving to extend Amer- 
ica's sphere of power and influence and 
to ensure US security. 

This clash was evident even when the 
Monroe Doctrine was first proclaimed. 
Bismarck, incidentally, felt the doctrine 
was “outrageous.” 


US policy 


Miso in Panama is not just a (ropi- 
cal fruit; it is a political slogan, It 
stands for “M(unuel) A(ntonio) N(orie- 
ga) go!" — the Opposilion’s demand for 
the resignationgof the country's strong 


man. 
Gencral Noriega, commander of tlhe 
Panamanian National Guard, has 


crushed one coup, but how long will he 
be able to hold on to power? 

The citizen's crusade against his re- 
gime began last June, After initial hesi 
tation the United States backed the Pan- 
amanian Opposition's demands and has 
imposed economic and financial sanc- 
tions. 

General Noricga, formerly associated 
with the CIA, has established links with 
the East Bloc and with Libya's Colonel 
Gaddafi. 

In February he was indicted in Flori- 
dn on charges of involvement İn nar- 
cotics smuggling, Fle has now published 
letters writlen lo him by the US Food 
and Drug Administration thanking him 
for his help in fighting drug-smuggling. 

This one case demonstrates the para- 
lox and dilemma of US policy toward 
Central America. 

It consists fur onc of tle pathos of a 
universal US mission in the service of 
freedom and democracy. 

On 2 Decembcr 1823 President 
Monroe proclaimed that the Americas 
were no longer available for colonisa- 
tion by European powers, The use of 


servative Arub sheikhdoms and revolr 
tionary Iran. ر‎ 

The Syrians will for one be hoping lo 
raise further, badly-needed financial 
support from the Gulf states. They hae 
no qualms about practically nullifying 
diplomatic moves by King Hussein of 
Jordan. 

At the Amman Arab summit Ki 
Husscin tried hard to reconcile 
and Iraq and forge a united Arab fu 
against iran. : 

Iraq already has fears of an Arab 
trayal of ils war ngninst Iran and has em’ 
barked on political confrontotlon wilh 
Syrla. ٤ 


up its bombing and ‘missile warfare, 

pecially of Teheran, in a bid to 80 

en' Iran that it will have to sue for ter™ 

after all. 1 ا‎ 0 
In the past these tactics have in 

lably proved a fallure, so people 


between the fronts and ii the citiejî , 


Frlêdrioh Ralneake GmbH, 3-4 Hartwlicuas : 
D200 Hamburg 7ê, e; Bb BE Telex: 02-475 .| ° 


` probably"still have long to ‘suffe! 


the ravages of the Gulf War. 2 
ا‎ ' ` Heiko Flotiet 

. (Stddêutache Zeitung, Mulch, 25 March 1% 

.. hê Sermon Tribune 


Editorii-ohlat: Otto Helnz: Editor: Alexgndor (roa 
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Gulf War is in full swing 
again on all fronts 


royal family, which feels the kingdom 
faces constant internal and external 
threats. 1 
But not only the buyer matterş, Chi- 
na, the seller, has more in mind than 
economic gains; it has a political objec- 
tive. 
Peking, having . supplied Iran with 
Silkworm missiles, now. feéls. it haş a 
political plateau on the Arab side in the 
Gulf War. 


Powers .that supply both ‘sides with ‘ 


arms, the Chinese political calculation 
may well be, are entitled to a şay on 
bothside,s ,.. ,. |, 
On this plateau the sole Çhinese 
charges sû far, the [Iraniais, are continü- 


ing to play a shrewd gartie.in both. mille ` 


tary and political terms.. ` 
` Their relations with the Gulf ‘states 
have improved almost at a stroke now, 


.„. whether out of military weaknesş or aş a 


` political calculation, they havê’ ‘re- 


` frained from launching a further full- 


scale attack on Basra. 


There have been no reports of bomb 1 1 
ralds (invariably attributed to Iran) in ' 


Kuwait for some time either, Kuwaiti 
politicians now see the possibility of 4 
thaw in ties with Teheran, .' 


Syria, Iraù's sole arab liy; has sent 
: end of last year. in a bid to .bttiig abot a. . 
` political rapprochement! betweën: coii- 


its diplomats round the Gül 


that an Israeli attack on Saudi Arabia 
would be rated as an attack on Egypt. 

Saudi Arabia, which is not normally 
enthusiastic about publicity for its for- 
eign policy, found itself beneath the 
bright lights for once and presented an 
argument it hoped would not appeal 
merely to devout Muslims. 

The kingdom's sole concern, the Sau- 
di authorities sald, was to ensure the 
safety of the “holiest places in the 
world" — Mecca and Medina. 

Israel in no way threatens their safety, 
and medium-range missiles can hardly 
be aimed at Iranian pilgrims who will 
soon be bound for the Muslim holy 
places again in large nımbers and are 
likely to propound Iranian revolution-. 
ary ideas there, 

Saudi Arabia is equally unlikely to 
alm its missiles at Teheran, Isfahan or 
Ghom. Iran would immediately bom- 
bard the scawater desalination plant at 
Jubail whlch supplies Riyadh with 
drinking water, ` 

So there can only be speculation as to 
the reason why Riyadh has agreed to 
buy rockets from China. 

A while ago Riyadh wlthdrew from 
the north of the Arabian peninsula a 
defence force consisting largely ‘of Pa- 
kistani soldiers.and designed to ward off 
an Israeli attack, 

, It presumably did so to save the’ ex- 
pense of employing Pakistani mercena- 
ties. Maybe the missiles are intended to 
replace these ground forces. Maybe, for 
that matter, they are intended as an-ex- 
tra psychologica! support forthe Saudi 


hat wiıh a burning LPG tanker in 

the Gulf, poison gas warfare in 
Kurdistan, rocket attacks on Baghdad, 
rocket atlacks on Teheran, artillery 
shelling of Basra and aerial bombard- 
ment of oil shipment facilities on Kharg 
island, the Gulf War is back in full swing 
on all fronts simultaneously. 

Despite Persian gains in Kurdistan it 
is too early too say whether the military 
stalemate observers have long felt to ex- 
ist has given way to Lranian superiority. 

The United States is imperceptibly 
reducing its naval presence in the Gulf, 
while ihe inscrutable Soviet Union, 
which is courting [ran politically and 
supplying Iraq militarily, has now been 
accused by Teheran of supplying Soviet 
les Iraq claims to manufacture it- 
self, : 

In politica! terms the scene seems no 
less irrational than it appears to be on 
the battlefield, especially now the su- 

perpowers have been joined by China. 

Peking has long supplied Iran with 
Chinese-made missiles, It is now selling 
Saudi Arabia rockets with a range of 
nearly 3,000km (which would take them 
as far as Tel Aviv). 

These Sino-Saudi rockets have sad- 
dled the region with one of the many ex- 
hibition bouts that are so typical of the 
Middtce East. e 

In Israel people proniptly recalled the 
Iraqi nuclear reactar that was fell in Jer- 
usalem to he a threat and destroyed in 
1981 in an an Israeli air rail. . . 

Syria, which isn't normally consid- 
ered an ally of Riyadh's, has expressed 
solidarily in the usual Arab manner: 
verbally. Any attempt by Israel to desr 


troy the Saudi rockets would result in a 


Syrian attack on Israel. : 
‘Two days lale, Cairo fulfilled its soû- 
lidarity norm toward ' Riyadh, saying 


kind of Grand Coalition with the Social 
Democrats, also object to missile mod- 
ernisalion on national! grounds. 

They see a replacement for the short- 


. range Lance missile, due to be phased 


out in 1995, as a kind of self-detlerrent, 
limiting the nuclear risk to the two Ger- 
man states. 

The Brussels Nato summit did not 
even bring about verbal clarification on 
this point. 

The North Atlantic pact thus seems 
incapable of modernisation, being split 
into a go-ahead Anglo-Saxon and a go- 
slow Franco-German camp. 

Consequences of the Soviet damper 
on innovation in Bonn are also apparent 
in policy on Germany. 

Here too a number of Christian Dem- 
ocrats, such as CDU general secretary 
Heiner Geissler and his “discussion 
draft" çn European and German policy, 
see eye to eye with the Opposition in 
avoiding any active or operative policy 
aimed at eliminating the division of 
Germany. 

Herr Geissler's stated views on this 
point fall cven further hack than previ- 
ously held positions. . 

His line of argument is, basically, tha 
the Gernıan Question may be open but 
cannot be solved a1 presenl and its aim 
can only be accomplished with the "con- 
sent" of Cernıany's eastern and western 
neighbours, 

Mention is no longer made of reunifi- 
cation, The European option is given pri- 
ority over {he German option. A special, 
or separate, German policy is ruled uut. 

Moscow's European policy concept 
is not yet clear in outline but it is defi- 
nitely on the move. Tu fnil 10 prujevt 
one’s desire for innovation vun tv il 
wuuld he to leave the initiative cntirely 
ıu the other side, 

Jlerbert Kemp 
{Dic Welı, Barn, 2i1 March IRS 
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WM EAST-WEST TIES 


Moscow shows increasing interest in Bonn 
as key to Europe and the West 


ment," bul that need not be the overrid- 
ing Soviet consideration. 

lf experience over the past 40 years 
is any guide, Mr Gorbachov will be 
keen to combine an improvement in 
\he Soviet system's innovation capabil- 
ity and the maintenance in full of the 
Soviet Union's world power status in 
all sectors and all areas, especially in 
Europe. 

That is the basis of the overall com- 
promise that at present holds together 
the Soviet politbureau with its diver=- 
gent tendencies in view of dangerous 
trends. : 

In other words, the price Mr Gorba- 
chov must pay for domestic reforms is 
to be in “foreign currency" to pacify his 
home Opposition. 

Above all, he must succeed in his bicls 
to limit the military innovation potential 
of the Western alliance, curbing it by 
negotiations, advances and pressure 
where Europe in general, and the Fed- 
eral Republic in particular, is con- 
cerned. 

The INF Treaty is a psycho-diplo- 
matic starting point, During his visit to 
Bonn in January Soviet Forvign Minis- 
ter Shevardnadze expressly warned the 
Federal government not tO agree to the 
modernisation of nuclear weapons. 

The Bonn government, especially 
Foreign Minister Genscher, was im- 
pressed. So, of course, was the Opposi- 
tion, which Favours û "third zero snlu- 
Luli.” 

Some Christian Democrats, forming a 


Soviet offer of cut-price 
satellite launches 


substantial market for space services in 
the 1990s. 

There has been a waiting list since 
Nasa fell behind schedule after the 
Challenger catastrophe. 

The Soviet Union is experienced in 
space technology and has shown itself 
able to keep to deadlines. 

The possibility of a West German as- 
tronaut being sent into space on board a 
capsule launched from Baikonur could 
not, he felt, be ruled out. 

. Herr Christians, who also .conferred 
with .Soviet Foreign Minister Shevard- 
nadze, said the atmosphere in which 
talks were held was “sympathetic, frank, 
objective and to the point." 

“Jt was an atmosphere that would have 
been welcome sooner, Even though the 
Soviet Union had strictly limited the vo- 
lume.of trade and setting up joint 'ven- 
tures was, in his: opinion, fraught with 
difficulties, Herr. Christians ‘felt: it was 
worth biding one's time.  ' , 

He had discussed individual projects, 
including’ atomic. energy ventures, with 
Mir Ryshkov. ‘The Soviet Premier had 
said that neither country could manage 
‘without nuclear power. . 

i. Soviet. nuclear planners ‘conlinbed to 
bë kecen on the high-temperature. reac- 


. tor, with its outstanding safety record. 


' Two German firms, Brown, Boveri & 
Cie, and Kraftwerk Union, ‘tendered 
bids for Soviet contracts ù year aga. 
Theyare'still ponding, ' :..: , 
“i,  * i Hansdoachimi Deckert : 
'(Dêr'Tagesspiekdl, Berlin, 22-Matoh 1988) 


oscow is offering Western coun= 

tries satellite launching facilities 
for peaceful purposes from its space 
centre in Baikonur, Kazakhstan, at what 
are evidently dumping rates. 

Special mention of this facility was 
made to Deutsche Bank board chairman 
F. Wilhelm Christians in three-hour talks 
with Soviet Premier Nikolai Ryshkov, 

Herr Christians says he was handed a 
list of prices that was pages long. 

. Ranging from 24m to 30m roubles 
per satellite launch, they are well below 
the cost price of sending the European 
launcher rocket Ariane intq space. .. 

' Alexei Dunayev, head of the Soviet 
space agency, has even quoted a price of 


$30m.,Sa.the.prices,gyoted,Eor. a Şovlet . 
satellite launch .seem to, vary hetween 


DMS51imand.DM84m.. ..., . 

«India, which has just launched its first 
satellite from Baikonur, paid oöonly a 
1.5m-rouble (DM2 1m) share of the cost, 

. This bargain basement price is said to 
have' been agreed in view .of the long 
years of Inda-Soviet economic coopera- 
tion. : : E > 
. Herr Christians, who. was allowed. to 
visit the Baikonur space .station, asked 
his Soviet hosts about price undercutting. 

He wasıtold that Soviet space rocket 
technology had worked since Sputnik 
days on the basis of long runs... 

The, Vostok .carrlerı rocket .has been 


launched ‘over 1,000 times,. with'a 94» 


pet-cent: success .rate,. whereas Ariane 


has notched up a bare'dözen launchings.. 
. Herr Christians expects thére.to.be a -. .. 


the form of loans ahd technological 
know-how. 

As empty phrases they might even 
threaten the domestic cohesion and sur- 
vival of the Soviet Union. 

The Kremlin is well aware that new 
credit lines will be out of the question 
unless there is a general improvement in 
the international atmosphere, a Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan and some 
degree of Soviet restraint in Africa, 
Asia and Central America. 

All Mr Gorbachov's travels and 
speeches, including his visit to Yuga- 
slavia, must be seen in this context. Flis 
foreign policy since 1985 has been 
based on the common denominator of a 
quest for fresh creditworthiness. 

Disarmament policy has proved the 
nucleus of successful diplomacy that 
has deeply impressed the West. 

The Soviet interest in disarmament is 
adequately explained in terms of the de- 
sire to redirect to the underdeveloped 
civil manufacturing sector part of Mos- 
cow's intolerably high military spend- 
ing, which accounts [or 16 per cent of 
the Soviet GNP. 

This targel may besl be achieved in 
ihe framewurk of a "peaceful envirun- 


Hi Kohl is to visit Moscow this 
autumn, Mikhail Gorbachov to vis- 
it Bonn next spring: deadlines testifying 
to growing Soviet interest in the Federal 
Republic of Germany as a key to Eu- 
rape and to the Western alliance. 

` But keen though Soviet interest may 
be, there İs still no sign of a master plan 
‘for the much-vaunted house East and 
West are said to share-in-Burope. 

All that is so far apparent are struclu- 
ral features from which inferences may 
be drawn as to an architectural objec- 
tive. Three can be defined in greater de- 
tail: 
® The Kremlin is working on the status 
quo of a divided Europe. 
® Moscow is strongly opposed to lhe 
modernisation of nuclenr weapons sta- 
tioned in the Federal Republic in the 
wake of the INF Treaty. 

e it sees the Federal Republic as a suit- 
able donor in connection with its pro- 
posed domestic reforms. 

The third feature is easiest to de- 
scribe, It forms part of all the rose-tint- 
ed comments about a "new chapter” in 
German-Soviet relations. 

Mr Gorbachov is keen to find a way 
back to the credit lines that applied in 
the days of Mr Brezhnev. 

He feels it to be self-evident, as does 
the outside world, that the reforms he 
has heralded would remain empty 
phrases without Western assistance in 
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“ Hans Klein : 
(Photo: Werek) 


Minister hints 


at further 
debt waivers 


onn Economic Cooperation Minis 

ter Hans Klein (CSU) has hinted 
the possibility of a further debt remir 
sion for poor developing countries, 

Following the Cabinet discussion of 
the Federal government's seventh deve’ 
lopment policy report he described I 
growing indebtedness of the Thi 
World as the most urgent problem far 
ing development policy. 

During û press conference the Minister 
announced that the Bonn Cabinet would 
be taking a closer look at further deht 
waivers during its initial consultations on 
the 1989 Fecleral budget in May. 

Debts amounting to DM4bn have el 
ready bcen remitted, although Klein 
added n note of self-criticism to a corre” 
sponding announcement: 

“This sounds better than it actually 

is." 
. Other countries, he pointed oul, had 
done more .during recent years in 
way of converting loans into grants f 
poor countries. 

There was no poinl, said the Mii 
in Incrcasing the mountain of debt WY 
providing more lonns for indebled 
countries, ا‎ 

He emphasised that his objectiYe wis 


i p 
to converl existing loans Into grants 1 


the case of the extroıhely poor counties 
(LDCS). ا‎ 
Lending terms for develbplnğ cout 
tries should be improved, said Kleln 
and described a figure of DM2.5bn # 
his idea, . ا‎ 
„A further objective. of his devel 
ment’ policy, ' Kleln continued, wE™® , 
forts within the European Comm 
to reduce farm subsidies.: ' 
He expressed his conviotion. ® : 
théêre ‘was already’ a tendenoy t0: 
down from ‘exporting: subsidised A ` 
produtts to the Third World. 


` ‘The: desired: reduction - of. subi ٣ : 


has‘ triggered substantial opposition 
the Federal Republic of Germany, #5 
cially within thé Bavarian-başed CSU 
` ‘The Seventh Report on: the:Devel 

ment Policy of the Federal Governméik 
a:document 368 pages lotg,' was BÊ 


` ` Klein emphasised that mostiof the: 
view perlod relates to years in-whicl 
which his: ministerlal predec 
Jürgèen Waùrnke‘(ÇSU) antl Rain 
fergeld SED), were in office" 
ors! Schreliter-Schwartë! 
--(Frahkfurter Rundsctiau;, 


, Cabinetapproval on £6 Marchi ’. 
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Rural development projects and pro- 
grammes accounted for just under 40 
per cent of government commitments in 
the field of bilateral! financial and tech- 
nical cooperation in 1986. 

The corresponding figure in the case 
of African countries south of the Sahara 
was 58 per cent. ۹ 

It would be a serious misappraisal, 
says the report, to classify the poor, pri- 
marily smallholders, tenant farmers, the 
landless, street traders, small craftsmen, 
workers and ‘casual labourers, as a 
fringe group. 
' In many developing countries they 
represent over fifty per cent, in some re- 

gions and urban districts even ninety 
per cent, of the population. 
„..Most of these. poor people, and in 
many cases the more productive, are 
women. 

Their survival in the face of hostile 
conditions proves that they have a re- 
markable degree of creativity possess 
qualities needed to “help themselves." 

In many instances, however, the situ- 
ation deteriorates: substantially when 
people leave their traditional environ- 
ment, : 


The consequences of urbanisation re- 
veal the almost automatic process of 
pauperisation which then follows, 


Developments in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America show that this trend can 
be reversed if the poor are organised 
with the objective of improving their 
ability to shape their own lives inde- 
pendently within existing structures. 

The Bonn government feels that the 
current task of the world economy is to 
create the preconditions for a sustained 
process of inflation-free growth. 


Industrialised countries, it stresses, 
must make special efforts to stimulate 
expansionary forces via economic’ poli- 
cy coordination, which Includes reduc- 
ing protectionism and subsidies. 


In certain cases they should relieve 
the debt servicing burden and provide 
more of the capital which is urgently re- 
quired, 


Developing countries for their part 
should improve the general economic 
setting via adjustment measures in order 
to step up investments and exports, ab- 
sorb more foreign private capital, ancl 
improve the prerequisites for the repat- 
riation of rogue capital. 

This, the report emphasises, would 
also improve the cconomic and social 
effectiveness of development aid. 

(SUddeutscho Zettung, 
Munich, 17 March 1988) 


Wi DEVELOPMENT AID 


Bonn’s seventh development 


the willingness of industrialised coun- 

tries to invest in the Third World or 

trade protectionism, 

Some countries, however, such as 
South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Singapore, had experienced the kind of 
economic upswing within the space of 
just one generation which took‘ Western 
industrialised countries between 100 
and 200 years to achieve. 

These countries continued their pro- 
nounced economic growth during the 
review period. 

According to the government report, 
more than 500 million people are 
threalened by famine in the Third 
World despite numerous successful at- 
tempts (o boost agricultural production, 

The report lists the following rensons 
for this situation in developing coun- 
tries: misguided agricultural policies, 
the lack of means of production due to 
insufficient foreign exchange, a popula- 
tion growth which outstrips the produc- 
tion growth rate, and the widespread 
lack of purchasing power. 

The risks emanating from the agricul- 
tural markets of industrialised countries 
are also described in the report. 

They are the channelling of surpluses 
into inappropriate food supplies and 
subsidised agricultural exports, which 
force traditional foodstuffs in develop- 
ing countries off the market and disrupt 
market mechanisms. 

This and protectionist market regul- 
ations in industrialised countries impair 
the export opportunities of developing 
countries with efficient agricultural 
structures, 

The external debt of developing 
countries at the end of. 1986 exceeded 
the thousand billion dollar mark, The 
debt servicing burden soared to around 
$140bn. 1 

In many countries roughly half of the 
export revenue was needed to meet debt 
servicing commitments despite numer- 
ous debt rescheduling operations. 

Key areas of cooperation between the 
Bonn government and Third World 
countries during the period under re- 
vlew were food security and rural deve- 
lopment, environmental protection, the 
Improvement of the energy supply, and 
education and vocational training, 


. policy report presented 


| Partnership with Third World 
` based ontrade not aid 7 ' 


Via'its new policy in this field thie 
Bonn government ' falls in' line with 
many other’ industrialised ‘countriek, 
which during’ the past: have regarded 
grants for meaningful projects as better 
than inviting the poorer countries, to in 
cur even mote debts which they Cannot 
pay back. i 

A number of Asian countries .show 
that'it is wrong to claim that develop- 
ment aid. achieves nothing: Thé'!little 
dragons, four erstwhile threshold coun- 
tries'in'the Far East, posea serious chal 
lenge to the industrialised West;.. ':ı 

Aid has:helped turn many countries 
into : partners - rather than’ recipient 


not aid... i ° Karl Hugo 'Pruys: . 


(Bremer Nachrichfel, L7-March 1988). 


` ° <". . Gountries, Their < ‘today:.is: 
The loans already provided have not . E mola Ody 1 trade 


Instead, İt plans to give the most un- 
derdeveloped countries more grants in 
future for projects which are unable 
anyway to provide, the profits needed to 
repay loans, for example, school and 
hospltal projects. O 

The development aid budget needn't 
be topped up to effect his policy change. 

Taxpayers, therefore, have no cause 
for concern, ‘Financially, , everything 
slays as İt Was, . 8 


been paid back anyway.. 


conomlc Cooperation Minister 

Hans Klein (CSU) says Bonn's se- 
venth development policy report re- 
views the most critical phase of interna- 
tional development cooperation yel. 

Tt oullines development policy acti- 
villes during the years 1985, 1986, and, 
to a certnin exlenl, the first half of 1987, 

He told the press in Bonn thal more 
and more developing countries demon- 
slruted their willingness lo nake coura- 
geous and painful structural adjust- 
ments during this period. 

The report shows that tlic net (ransfer 
payments of industrialised countries as 
a whole declined during the review peri- 
od. The indebtedness of developing 
countries continued to Increase anl 
their share of world (rade decreased. 

The report lists the objective obsta- 
cles to development, including some 
seuthing criticism of the protectionism 
practised by industrialised countrles. 

Economic development in (he major- 
ity uf developing countries, says the re- 
port, has suffered a setback in the wake 
of the slump in raw materials prices, 

There has been a marked decline in 


Continued {rom page 4 


Süssmuıth, Heiner Geissler and Norbert 
Blüm, can cause irritation. 

Conversely, the CDU would run a 
risk of much greater damage if it were to 
about-turn and pursue more conservg- 
tive policies, 

Just as the SPD has frayed at the edge 
on its left wing, losing support to the 
Greens, so the CDU has constant prob- 
lems on its right wing. 

But it cannot afford to panic and seek 
to appease passing fancies or protest 
votes, 

A better strategy would be to identify 
social and societal weak spots, to pay 
greater heed to hardship and anxiety, to 
carry greater conviction and to indulge 
in fewer empty phrases. 

Sigmar Heilmann 
(Mannhelmer Morgen, 22 March 1988) 


here can be no doubt about it: the 
„& man at the head of the Bonn Econ- 
omic Cooperation Ministry is breaking 
new ground. ا‎ 

Hans Klein has been in office for just 
one year and no-one now talks about 
employment-effective development aid, 
which served as a guiding principle for 
his predecessor in office, Jürgen 
Warnke. 

Herr Klcin's line of argument is cor- 
rect. Capital and techuical aid by the 
Bonn government can have q positive 
effect on employment. 

Bul ta make employment effective- 
ness a precondition for.lhe granting of 
aid to the Third World is not in keeping 
wilh nıodlern times. 1 

"The pwvorest of the poor: countrles 
huve been unable to repay their debts 
for many years. : 

The Bonn gavernment has drawn the 
reasonable and inevitable conclusion 
from this fact and decided to scrap its 
previous policy. 
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cessors for individual Adaptation to 
your machine control” to an “open se- 
same for data banks." 

One exhibit deals with the “link-up 
between different data stations,” an- 
other with "PC communications” and a 
third and fourth with computer-aided 
design (CAD) and computer~integrated 
manufacturing (CIM). 

At the next stand a pretty girl.is all 
smiles as she demonstrates the latest 
generalion of smart telephones. 

But, sad to say, the Bundespost has 
not yet given them the go-ahead. Their 
use is still prohibited in Germany. 

Visitors who watched one of the 
many demonstrations will not have been 
much the wiser. The man at the terminal 
went through his word processing roli- 
tine hecedless of an audience that came 
and went. 

What the public sec is a king-sized 
serccn, and as they shuffle past a loud- 
speaker voice temporarily drowns the 
background noise as it explains: 

“Key in a keyword and WD will re- 
tricve the text storecl under this heading 
and display it on {he screen. This is ù 
highlight of the program.” 

And s0 on, in computerspeak. 
Blacks ure defined, copied and redi- 
rected. Address lists are compiled ind 
ussigned to letters printed in cither 
NLQ or draft. 

For those who fcel a lillle out uf their 
depth it is, perhaps, reassuring to learn 
that at least the computer salesman 
speaks German. The progrium hv ells 
doesn't; it only speaks English — uf a 
kind. 

Visitors who hine trained un compu” 
ters and not simply capitulated to the 
jargon of the digital age will have been 
keen to Keep abreast of develupments. 

That was easier said than dune. Many 
sland staff knew even less than they did. 
You needed only to ask what interface a 
model had. Some salesman were at a 
loss to answer. 

Yel the interface, a plug and socket 
arrangement for the leads between, say, 
the computer and the printer, is abso- 
lutely crucial. 

Sales staff can't be taught the finer 
Points of digital progress overnight. 

People with specific queries they 
hoped staff at a particular stand would 
be able to answer were regularly disap- 
pointed and went home to a computer 
that continued to defy all attempts to 
persuade it to do what il was told. 

Michael Rupprechi 
(Kölner Stadt-Anzciger, 
Cologne, 22 March 1988) 
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ment that the reform package will on av- 
erage case by DM1,000 the annual di- 
rect tax burden per man, woman and 
child, 

A number of income-earners who 
stand to forfeit several existing privi- 
leges may well find themselves worse off 
than beforehand. 

All employed people stand to pay 
more from the outset by being taxed 
proportionately — month by month — 
on a presumed full salary paid as a 
Christmas bonus, usually in November. 

Provisions of this kind markedly re- 
duce any pleasure we may feel at ıhe 
prospect of the tax reform package as 
now outlined, but they fail to makê il su- 
perfluous, 

A sliding scale of income tax has to 
be revised periodically to ensure that as 
earnings increase higher absolute rates 
of tax are not automatically imposed. 

Besides, the slate ought not to raise 
more in taxes than the bare nıinimum it 
needs lo perform its obligations, [1 must 
not, however, forgo so much revenue 
that it has to borrow more and more 
moncy to make ends ntcet. 

An increase in the public seclor bor- 
rowing requirement sows the sceds of 
higher taxês. 

Finance Minister Stoltenberg has yet 
to prove that his proposals strike a bal- 
ance between tax relief and new fiscal 
burdens. He has long had to abandon 
his initial objective of reducing both 
taxes and the public sector borrowing 
requirement. 

Wolfgung Koch 
1Stullgarter Zvıtung, 21 Murch 1UKK) 


The withholding lax un uncurned inl 
comes is to be waived for charities, poli- 
tical parties and isimilar organisations. 

The main feature of tax cuts totalling 
DM40bn is a reduction in the sliding 
scale of income tax that will cost 
DM20.7bn and is intended to be perma- 
nent. Special allowances will apply to 
families with children. Children's allow- 
ance will be increased by DM558 to 
DM3.042 per child per year, costing a 
further DM2bn in tax relief, 

An DM1,800 allowance for looking 
after a person in need of constant domes- 
tic help and attention is to be introduced. 

The corresponding allowances or up- 
per limits of tax relief for employing 
domestic help in such circumstances Or 
paying for a member of the family to live 
in an old people's home is also to be in- 


creased to DM1,800 per annum. dpa 


(Kölner Stradt-Anzelger, 
Cologne, 19 March 1988) 


manufacturer's or suppller's 
address. 1. : 


A telephone number Is listed for 
each sUppller. 2 


1,400 e indexed in 
English and French. 


Prlce: DM98.44 post free In ۹ 
Germany, DM107 clf abroad. , 


Air mall extra. 


Tax reform package in brief 


s fiscal fling 


= TAXATION 


Stoltenberg? 


scales its first hurdle 


wealth accumulation. Save as you earn 
schemes are not to be limited to company 
shares and building society accounts. 

Conventional savings plans and life 
insurance policies seem likely to be re- 
tained as options but will no longer 
qualify for bonuses. 

Interests of small businessmen have 
also been successfully defended, despite 
a number of sacrifices, Strange compro- 
mises. şeem to have been struck in the 
process. : 

Premier Strauss of Bavaria appears to 
have made his approval of save as you 
carn plans cxtending to small employers 
subject to the scrapping of oil duties on 
kerosene for private pilols. 

Premier Spûth of Baden-Württem- 
bberg failed in his bid to ensure a less 
uncompromising arrangement with re- 
gard to discounts on new cars for car- 
makers' staff. 

He now hopes to achieve this and 
other objectives via the Bundesrat, or 
Ulpper House, of the Bonn Bundestag. 

The tax reform package seems sure lo 
he at the receiving end of hurse-tracling 
in the Bundesrat, but it is unlikely lo be 
thrown out entirely. 

A striking point is no-une in the Bonn 
coalition refers any longer to the argii- 


inaunce Miter Cicrhard Stultet- 
berg's 500-page 1990 tax reform 
package has heen approved by the 
Bonn Cabinet, 

It includes DM320.8bn in tax relief 
for individual and corporate taxpay- 
ers. That exceeds the DM 20bn target 
uriginally envisaged. 

A three-year transitional arrange- 
ment will apply on taxation of bonuses 
paid for working night shifts. 

Save as you earn plans will continue 
to include conventional savings plans 
and life insurance policies, but these 
will no longer qualify for low-income 
bonuses. 

Small and medium-sized firms have 
qualified for up to DM3,000 in income 
or corporalion tax relief on the em- 
ployer's contribution toward save as 
you earn schemes. 

. This relief is now to be scrapped, net- 
ting a further DM250m in tax revenue. 


Who manufactures what? ' 


Find suppliers and products, 
send for. quotations, compare 
prices, track down special 
squrces of supply, çut costs by 
buying at lower prices. . 


This Is a reference work every 
buying department should have -' 
at the ready. 2 a : 
Easy to use, just llke an . , 
encyolopaedla: E 
Products, including 9,000 trade - 

` marks, are arranged E 
alphabetically, çomiplete with: 
AOE AD E e 5 ما‎ 


220,000 suppliers.of 75,000 


he first round of the political bout 

over the 1990 tax reform package is 

over. The Cabinet draft has been sub- 
mitted. 

Many wounds were inflicted in fierce 
verbal clashes preceding the decision. 
They involved the lobbies and Premiers 
Strauss and Spãth, Chancellor Kohi, the 
Churches and many others. 1 

. But Finance Minister Stoltenberg 
succeeded in preventing fundamental 
amendments:of the package. 

It continues to consist mainly of a 
simpler income tax scale with higher ba- 
sic and children's allowances and lower 
initial and peak rates, the combination 
ensuring a steady increase in the aggreg- 
ate rate. 

The Social Democrats criticise the 
proposed new scale, saying higher in- 
come-carners benefit more than those 
who earn low incomes. 

That, they argue, is unfair. But is the 
progression of the existing rate fair? 
Even the new scale will leave the in- 
come tax rate increasing disproportion- 
alely as incomes rise. 

What matters is less the peak rate 
lhan the opportunities higher income- 
earners have of avoiding it. These loop- 
holes are to be closed, and that is surely 
the right approach. even though it may 
not always be a straight line. 

It runs in wavy lines round the thorny 
cliffs of different imMerests, as shown by 
the provision for a withhulding tax siid 
ın he aimed il rC UISPUYCTS LO Pi) 
ıax on unearned income they are sup- 
posed to Jeclare in iny cuse. 

Yet in vitw af the possihle influence 
of a withholding tax on the capital mar- 
ket, higher interest rates and a transfer 
of cash to foreign and non-resident ac- 
counts, withholding tax is to be charged 
al a low rate, 10 per cent, on interest 
paid on fixed-interest bunds ete. 

The withholding tax as proposed is 
thus a compromise. Churches and char- 
ities were justifiably exempted as one of 
the first changes, but the banks rightly 
failed in their bid to have the tax 
shelved entirely. 

Interest payments and unearned in- 
come are growing so fast that the Fin- 
ance Minister is duty bound to ensure 

thal taxis paid on them. 
The withholding tax may not be, whol- 

Îy fair, but it is a pragmatic attempt to li- 

mit deliberate tax evasion. 

Compromises are also proposed on 


ad 


‘turbed. They had the choice of 2,674 ¥ 
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This 4In-screen vldeophone, premlered in Europe êt 
CeBIT, plugs Into a standard telephone socket. (Phoro:Af; 


an information and 
communication in- 
dustry locatiqn are 
the high qualifica- 
tion of the labour 
market, with its ef- 
fect oni product ; 

quality, high pro- 
ductivity by inter- 
nalional standards 
and a fairly good 
infrastructure. 

Dominik Schmidt 
(Frunkfurter Allgemelne 
Zeitung für Deutschland, 
21 March 1488) 


Crowd-pulling CeBIT featured 


formerly Multitech, presented the firs 
IBM PS/2 clone. 

But visitors weren't shown the cloned 
kernel of the new microchannel systems 
architecture. 

Commodore, who do bumper busi” 
ness in home computers and their Ami 
ga range, can hardly keep the kids # 
bay. 

Yet apart from an updated version of 
the old standhy, the C 64, Conımodurt 
has nothing new tn show for itself. And 
the same could be said of many others. 

Schneider has two new micrns f ib 
own on show, while barely a stones 
throw away Amstrad, the British conr 
pany with which Schneider used to col 
laborate, present its new models. 

Schneider and Amstrad may no¥ 
have parted company, but that alone ~ 
and, indeed, this year's CeBIT as a 
whole — is not going to floor the com’ 
puter trade, accustomed to success as it 
is. 

One exhibitor had a new LCD moni 
tor, another an even faster lightweight 
portable — CeBIT this year featured 
progress in detail: bit by bit. 

The public, mainly male and fashion” 
ably dressed for spring, seemed unper” 


exhibitors with stands in 13 halls. 

Yet visitors who might have hoped lo 
get a clearer grasp of the comput 
phenomenon and feel less apprehensir 
about the new technology were disefr 
pointed. Computerspeak remains an I 
sider's jargon, 2 

You sieed to have at least a clear ide? 
of the basics. Otherwise you may ا‎ 
find yourself homeward-bound wilh 8 . 
plastic bag fufl of glossy brochures DU ; 
none the wiser, ` 

The uniriifiated are bound to wonder 
what tabulat calculation, a relations! 


data bank or terminal emulation aff ' 


What is a plasma screen, a transputer of 
a VAX station? And, above all, wh! 
use are they all?. 


& riumber of exhibitors and instil i 


tions try to shed light on the mysterious 


mictochip at the oomputer camp. It İS : 


roating success with the computer kids. | 


They work their way through tf 
crowd:to the stands where the public aê. 


shown what a computer can do in pra Û 


CE a e E 1 
: “Problem ‘solutions” are on show e 
erywhere. They range from *postpIo! 

„Continued on page 7..." . 


nothing that was really new 


(puters, in all shapes and sizes, 
are the stars of the show at the 
CeBIT Fair in Hanover. Yet a young 
man attracts the attention of a crowd of 
people in a matter of seconds, 

Wearing a black dress-coat, he sets 
up a small table on a computer manu- 
facturer'’s stand and flips a pack of play- 
ing cards from hand to hand. 

In next to no time he is surrounded by 
people keen to sce what he is up to. ls it 
a new advertising gimmick? Is he work- 
ing for a particularly astute exhibitor? 

Nn, he isn't. He is simply performing 
a few card tricks. Nothing new, all old 
faithfuls — and fascinatingly human, 

After a quarter of an hour the sorcer- 
er's apprentice folds up his table and 
disappears in the vast expanses of Hall 
1, where CeBIT, the computer fair, was 
decoupled from the main Hanover Fair 
in 1986. : 

Hal! 1 is still where CeBIT can best 
be seen in full splendour. Nearly all 
leading manufacturers, such as IBM, 


Siemens, Nixdorf and Commodore, 


have their stands here, 

They all present a sober, level- 
headed picture, each with stand space 
commensurate with its size and import- 


ance, stands stacked with computers in’ 


all shapes and sizes, configurations and 
prices. 

Glossy brochures, test programs in 
colour and arrays of small cabins are 
pilted against a drawback that has long 
bedevilled computer manufacturers. 

Their problem is that computers are 
hard to sell by means of optical presen- 
tation. The only way you can really 
make a sale is by means of thorough, de- 
tailed consultation. 

Yet few of the 300,000 visitors stop 
for more than a moment. They all roam 
the DeBIT stands in a quest for the lat- 
est trends. Critics say the emphasis is on 
quantity, not quality. : 

Several leading manufacturers — Di- 
gital Research, for instance, — no longer 
exhibit at Hanover. They say fewer and 
fewer key men — industrial decision- 
makers — are seen at the fair. 


What, then, does Europe's largest 


computer fair have to offer? The.num- 
ber of visitors may be impressive, but 
Ihe show cannot be said to have been 
overwhelmingly spectacular. : 
Epson exhibited a prototype 48-pin 
printer. NEC made do with updated 
versions of its successful range, Acer, 


and involving less environmental pollu- 
tion. 

Integration of software and hardware 
is of utmost importance. Rationalisation 
and staındardisalion are slogans that 
have lang been acknowledged in the 
suftware trade. 

The Unix operating system, in use all 
over the world, might well be a step in 
the direclion of greater compatibility 
and wider use of individual programs, 
this being the point at which users’ cri- 
ticism sets in. 

Custom-built programs can, as a rule, 
only he usecl with the mode! for which 
they were designed. 


Compatibility, another much-vaunt- 


ed slogan, has remained wishful think- 
ing. 

A further problem is that the small 
businessman, in whom the trade is so 
kecnly interested, is usually in no posi- 
tion to judge which operating systent 
will best suit him, 

A businessnıan who works a 12-hour 
day or longer simply hasn't the time to 
gain a clear idea of what the market has 
to offer. 

A major topic discussed at Hanover 
this year was the opportunities present- 
ed by the imminent introduction of inte=- 
gruted digital services (ISDN, or inte- 
graled services digital network) by the 
Bundespost. 

Later this year the Bundespost is to 
start installing the ISDN network all 
over Germany, 

It will be a telecom network combin- 
ing speech. text, data and pictures. Ac- 
cess to all services will be via a single 
telephone socket, 

Posts and Telecom Minister Chris- 
tian Schwarz-Schilling said at CeBIT 
that lhe Bundespost's target was to pro- 
vide countrywide ISDN services by 
1994. 

For equipment manufacturers, who 
have already invested heavily in the di- 
gital future, this deadline stands for a 
new era from which they confidently ex- 
pect further growth. 


New generation 


Setting up the network is not enough. 
Subscribers’ equipment must also be 
able to intercommunicate. A new equip- 
ment generation will be needed. 

As CeBIT began a debate on the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany as an indus- 
trial location was in full swing. The ex- 
citement has now calmed down. 

There is no need to fecl the end of the 
world is at hand, undeniably true 
though it may be that the competitive 
disadvantages faced by German infor- 
mation and communication industry 
manufacturers are a serious drawhack, 

The Federal government is well 
uware uf the arguments the industry has 
Advanced und will sooner or later have 
no choice but to present a package of 
improvements. Besides, tle Federal Re- 
public is not without advantages as a lo- 
cation. 

Manufncturers will need to retain 
their presence in such an important 
market even once the single internal 
market is an established fact in the Eu- 
ropean Community. 

Other fnctors in Germany's favour as 


WM TELECOM 


Trade delighted, computer kids 
thrilled with Hanover fair 


Srunffiurter Allgemeine 


gets. wa PÊO LD 


he mood could hardly be better and 

the signs are that the CeBIT coni- 
puter fair will have cxcecded all expec(- 
ations, including the great expectations 
with which the trade went to Hanover iıı 
the first place. 

At half-way mark the tracle fair orga- 
nisers, the (rade associations and indi- 
vidual exhibitors were all highly satisfir 
ecl with the brisk business they had been 
doing in the 13 tracle fair halls. 

in four days 250,000 visitors, over 20 
per cen more {han last time, had passed 
through the turnstiles, 

"This figure may not be lhe sole yard- 
slick of success, but it is undeniably an 
important one. 

Occasional criticism of the high pro- 
portion of computer kids among the 
paying pubtic proves only that (he critic 
has failecl to appreciate one of the major 
CeBIT objectives. One aint of the fair is 
to interest klds in computer teclinology. 

A constant complaint among cexhihi- 
tors İs that there simply aren't enough 
trained staff, 

The trude ussuciation says there is a 
shortage of 6,000 informatics special- 
ists, and the gap between supply andl 
demand is likely to grow wider as uni- 
versities fail te produce enough grudu- 
aes, 

Manufacturers have put in hard and 
impressive work uf their own to interest 
young people and train promising 
youngsters, but their cfforts alone are 
unlikely Lo suffice. 

That is why there have been demands 
for concerted action on training compu- 
ler stnff to forestall any further discre- 
pancy between supply and demand. 

What computer manufacturers need 
are specialists. Without them the trade's 
growth potential cannot be used to the 
Tull. 

The optimistic atmosphere at CeBIT 
is largely due to the encouraging econ- 
omic outlook for the information and 
communication industries, 

Last year was unexpectedly difficult 
and brought many great expectalions 
down to carth with a vengeance, but the 
prevailing atmosphere is now one of re- 
newed confidence. 

Sales figures in recent months seem 
10o show that the trade was merely “resl- 
ing” last year ancl has returned to the 
fray. It is doing justice again to its repu- 
tation as u growth industry. 

This resurgence in self-confidence is 
reflected in the statistics. The world 
market for informalion inl communi” 
cutian technulogy is currently worth 
roughly DM SUOlmı a year 

Over the nexl decatle it is expected 10 
treble in value and accoum for 40 per 
cunt of the world market in electrical 
goods. 

Sofware, it i generally ugrecdl, will 
adcvount for an above-average share ii 
ıhis growth. Software sales dre already 
increasing at three Limes the overall 
growth rule for electrical and electronic 
Boucls. 

Siemens board chairman Kartheinz 
Kaske feels this is a new quality of ecun- 
omic growth using fewer raw materials 
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„Germany's five tralnee astronauts pose for the photographer In Cologne 
{(Fhebr: Sven Simon j 


taking place, would have tw (decide 
whether research was for peaceful pur 
POSS OC DU. 

Admilcdly ù nation which centrit- 
dicts the opinion of he other members 
as to wlıat is peaceful, has to justify this 
in public, In any case, the Europeans 
could show their displeasure dt any Anı- 
erican work on defensive r les. 

The agrvement gives Exû a xûy in mi’ 
niuging the whole station, recsponsibilily 
fur the building ind vervicing ul Esa 
COMPONCHLS, il COTLID AMUUM o MUUUNN 
to rusearch results and guarinlccs on 
the use uf the American Space Shuttlc, 
which wil initiilly supply the station. 

The partners have regulMed he vuln 
ul the pıojeet, The Amevians Wi Cun- 
ıribute SI4bn. The Japiuese will culI- 
bul S2.5bn. he Canadas $ TMH ined 
Ihe Furrpeans S4 

J Ceti wouks out, It o. Aid I 
the Space Shlle runs smuuthly, then 
the German stromal CIN asti Hitt 
in IYO Columbus will be pul into space 
and constructecl there. 

The rescirchers intend to cxperimenl 
a lot on #ero gravity. The purpise af 
such rescitreh is to develop new materi- 
als and to improve the treutmentl uf dlis- 
cases. 

The mission will be ideally Inciùted in 
space to muke observations of earth and 
to take a closer look at the events İn ou- 
ter space, 

The astronauts are expecting to run 
inlo lots of surprises. "We don" yet 
know exactly what can be done in a sta- 
tion like this," said the experts. 

Here back on earth the Columbus 
project is weathering some squabbling. 
After the SPD parliamentary party re- 
cently spoke out against Columbus, Er- 
ich Riedl, CSU, the government's aero- 
space coordinator, said Dara — the new 
German space agency where the ma- 
nagement of the space station will be — 
should not be located in North-Rhine 
Westphalia. , A 

.He said it. would be better .to have 
mission control in the Munich area. 
Prime Minister Johannes Rau of Norlh- 
Rhine Westphalia will make a statement 
soon on the attitude of the ŞPD parlia- 
mentary pfrty. , 2 

„Nevertheless tlhe SPD mayor of Bre- 
men, Klaus Wedemcier, made. a prior 
statement on the issue. He said Colyum- 
bus and the planned Hermes space shut- 
tle, were İndispensahle elements of .a 
comprehensive European space pro- 
gramme.’ N 

. His statement iş not sürprising. Mes- 
serschmitt-Bölkow-Blohm are onê of 
the rairi' Esa “contractors. anil ‘have 
subsidiary, Erno, in Bremen... '- 
ا‎ ‘"Heéfnd Mufinann ' 
{(Kölher SiadirAnzdlger, Culağne, 
. J: i {March I988) 
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cign Minislry agreed ln the treaty draft. 
H was by no means a sure thing that the 
Americans and Europeans would reuch 
agreement with cach other, The negoti- 
alions could very casily have been a flop. 

Disputes might well have arisen over 
whether the space station would be usecl 
for civil or military purposes — such as 
Star Wars rescurch. 

Admittedly here was never any clouht 
that the Americans intended ıo build 
their space slalion at all costs with or 
without European parlicipuatiun, 

Like President Kennedy hefure hir, 
who decile to put an American on the 
Muon hy û definite late, President Rea- 
gin gave ıhe space station lhe gu-ahcid 
in lanuary TONS. 

Mr Reagan’ decision set the ball roll- 
ing. Adnmiledly he invited Iriendly 
ios 1 tipe, bt hc did nt 
Iuuhe pattictpitiun û precondition lur 
inclusion in the praject. 

Negotiations hetween Europeans and 
Americans started up in autumn LYNS. 
The basis for negotiations was that the 
Americans would build the most inıprrt- 
ant parts uf the station: the manned 
space »talinn hase. A manned American 
research lab module would then dock 
onto the base. 

Columbus will mainly consist of a la- 
boratory whiclı for the most part will be 
hased on German and Italian research. 

This laboratory, just as much as the 
American reseach installation, will he 
connected to the main station. 

The details of the agrcement state that 
the space station is a civilian project and 
is to be used for peaceful purposes in 
keeping with international law, 

Loosch and his.fellow negotiators are 
well aware that the wording of the agree- 
ment is by no means the last word on the 
subject. 

Lawyers know there is no generally 
accepted definition of whal peaceful 
purposes are, At an early stage of neğo- 
tating, the Amiéricans ‘proposed a for- 
milation, according ‘lo which “peaceful' 
purposês" would exclude the develop- 
ment of offensivé weapons. 1 

But Esa' membêrs rejected this, The 
term “peaceful weapons" might then 
have sanctioned the development of def- 
ensive weapons. Rk 

On the öther' hand the Americans re- 
jected a call by the neutral Esa members, 
Switzerland, Austrla and Sweden, for 
right of veto on ûll research projects. 

This ‘would have meant that every 
partner couldl stop any research if they’ 
were doubtfulof its peaceful purposes. 

‘They ' made: a compromise: They 
would reach agreement on (he nature ùf 
projects before théy had’ startêd up. If 
any member 'had ‘any'doubts about the 


. pürposê of the research, then the pari- 


ner in?Whose: seğtion the resear¢h Was’ 
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Esa gives go-ahead for joint 
„space venture with USA - 


Columbus will have a permanent crew 
of probably cight. One will be European. 
And since the Federal Republic has a 38- 
per-cent share in Colunıbus, every third 
European in the station oughl to be Ger- 
man, 

The Research Ministry predicts that û 
German woman astronaut will be working 
in space before the endl of lhe century. 

Since two of the trainee astronauts are 
women — 32-yenr-old meteorologist Ren- 
ale Brümmer and 27-year-old doctor 
Heike Walpot — this prediction will prob- 
ably come true, 

The acceplance of the agreement by 
Esa experts was followed by the apprnval 
of its Council of Ministers. 

The agreement could only hecome cef- 
fective once all L3 Esa member-countries, 
ineluding those not participating in the 
Columbus project, ugreed to it. Their 
agreement gave Columbus the go-ahcad. 

The German Cabinet will give its ap- 
proval in May, With this gesture the gov- 
ernment will be allocating DM 3bn for Co- 
lumbus helween now and the end of the 
century. 

Befurce the meeting of Esa MiniMers, 
Reinhard Locsch, the agency's chicl nego 
tiator said: “We can he vatisfiedl with the 
results nf negutialions with the Ameri- 
cans." 

Esa did not, he ille, “uet everything 
we were iffer, hul we gal our way ON Cs” 
semials." Rescarch Minister Heinz Rivsen= 
dered with his view. Eien Ihe Fer- 


Europe, Japan and Canada are to share in 
the construction and maintenance of 4 
permanently manncd American civilian 
space station. The contracts lave been 
ratifled by the European Space Agency's 
Councll of Ministers. The German gov- 
ernment intends to agree to the consiruc- 
tion of an independent European part of 
the Columbus spacc station. 


he European Space Agency (Esa) has 

agreecl with Nasa, the US National 
Acronautics and Space Administration, to 
builcl the first international space station. 

It is to be launched in the 1990s, and 
will he made up ol three laboratories, con= 
structed sepurately by the United States, 
Japan, Canada and Europe. 

The European contribution consists of 
an unmanned laboratory orbiting inde- 
pendently of the main station, and an ob- 
servation platform. 

‘This is good news for the five lrainee as- 
tronauts at the DFVLR Aerospuce Re- 
search Establishment in Porz, Cologne. 
They can now look forward to going into 
spice and accurately work out when they 
will lift off. 

The first item on the Gernıan agenda is 
u second Spacelab mission under Gvrman 
ınanugement planned for uutumn 1941. 
Tle agency will send up two astronauts tıt 
mest, After that, the Germans will Jevole 
their energy tn Ihe European contribution 
to the American Columbus spice sulin. 
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The rise in blue chip shares can mean 
that minor shares that are candidateş 
for take-over bids, could become inter. 
esting for corporate raiders, 

There is also bound to be increased 
interest from investors abroad. When i 


` the Single Internal Market comes ini 


effect in 1992 it will be all the more im. 
portant for non-EC countries to have 
footing in a Europeun Community 
country. 

This applies not so much to the Am. 
ericans, who estahlished themselves in 
the Federal Republic well up to the mid 
1970s when the deutschemark was con. 
siderably undervalued, but much: more 
to the Japanese. 

Düsseldorf is home to more Japanese 
and Japanese companies than any other 
city in Europe. 

The tendency to settle there, wlere 
other Japanese are already firmly es 
blished, shows that they prefer the Fed- 
eral Republic as their jumping-off place ` 
for investment, 

In addition they do not have to fear 
an expensive deutschemark, The yen 
has increased more markedly against 
the dollar than against the deutsche- 
mark, > 

Yet there is little evidence of in- 
creased take-over bids by the Japanese. 
The cheap dollar is attracting Japanese 
investors to the USA and in fact is fore 
ing Japanese exporlers invulved in Arr 
erican markets to produce in the USA , 
so as to remain competitive. 

The different structure of the German . 
stock market must be taken inlo consid 
eration when speculating ahoul tike 
overs. According tu a recent estima 
from the Commerzbank approximately 
half the shares quoted on German slack 
markets are held hy major shareholders 

This could lead 1o large sharehuld’' 
ings changing hands hut is unlikely 
lud 1o total take-over bids of ull shure! 

Continued on page 12 


AN TRIBUNE 


THE GERM. 


Wi STOCK MARKET 


Corporate raiders reputed to have set 
sights on German take-0 


ver market 


ue better than most other sectors de“ 
spite poor profits performance sirice the 
crash. 

The take-over situation in tlie Federal 
Republic does not give a complete pic- 
ture of the stock market, 

The Bank in Liechtenstein has re- 
cently reported that there were $02 no- 
tifications to the Monopolies Commis- 
sion of company purchases last year, 
purchases that had to be notified to the 
Commission, This compares with 709 
natifications in record year 1986. 

Consultancy firm Wupper & Partner 
in Hamburg estimates that the actual ‘fi 
glıre was over 2,000 last year as com” 
pured with l,700 in 1986, 

These mergers take place for the 
most parl outside stock market oper- 
ations, 

The trend to take-overs could be- 
come more marked over the next few 
years. Tax reform planned for 1990 will 
mean that profits earned from the dis- 
posal of a company will be taxed at a 
graded, but higher rate, instead of the 
minimum rate applicable at the present. 
This could result in an increase in take- 
over bids up to 1 990, 

There is interest and ready cash to go 
with it among companies. The liquidity 
pusition of major companies has im- 
proved considerably uvur the past few 
years so they have plenty of cash avail- 
able to go on the warputh. 

The Bank in Liechtenstein is of the 
view that thie Crerman stnck market will 
benef in the weeks and months aheud 
from take-overs, 


dates for take-over can be bought up at 
acceptable prices. 

Take-over battles, which have pushed 
up share prices on other stock markets, 
have not taken place in the Federal Re- 
public. . , . 

The sale of {he Reemitsna majority 
holding in Henninger to EKU, the dis- 
posal of Hannen to Tuborg, the parlici- 
pation of the French glass manufactur» 
ers Saint-Gobain in Oberland Glas have 
mlded a somewhat misleading cash of 
colour. 

The change of ownership in Hennin- 
ger-Brku, Frankfurt, led 1o a sharp in- 
creise in the stock markel quotation of 
Henninger shares and brewery stocks 
generally. 

Breweries are ù special case. For 
years this sector has been in decline, 
There ure too many breweries, No other 
country lis so many hreweries as the 
Federal Republic. 

In addition he European Community 
decision on West German beer purity 
remulatiuns has started off speculation 
about takeê-overs from abroad. 

It is easier for foreign companies lo 
get a foot in the Federal Republic heer 
market by acquiring a German company 
than by setting up their nwn production 
facilities and marketing operutions, 

Breweries have maintained their val- 


Mz believed that the stock market 
crash of 19 October last year tn 
Wall Sirect, Black Monday, would put 
an end 10 take-uvers. 

Take-overs by corporate raiders, as 
people such as T', Boune Pickens, Asher 
Edelmar aml Sir James Guldsmilh are 
known in stock exchange jargon, lost a 
lot of money when the market tumbled 
se dranatlcally. 

The cush reserves of their Firms, with 
which they arc able ta negotiate credits 
ın finance take-overs. suffered badly in 
the crash. 

‘The fuct is, however, {hat after û 
breather, wheeling and cealing in inler- 
nntiomıl takeovers is as lively as ever, 
Only the cast has changed. 

lu is not so often NOW a person who is 
uperating in the take-over bid but lir! 
that want to incorporate other compun- 
ies into their organisation. 

Huffmann-La Roche tried to take 
uver the Amwrican Sterling pharma- 
ceuticals company, which eventually fell 
into the arms of Eastınan Kodak. 

British Petroleum las taken over Bri- 
tuil and in Belgium Carlo dle Benedetti, 
with a majorly holding in Olivetti 
in an Italian lıad to fight uff Belgian re- 
sistance te his bidl [ur Socidtd Generale. 

Caunida's Suagram organisatiun beit 
uff the British Grand Metropolitan 
Grup in ils bid to take over the cognitc 
Biu Martell. 

The reason fur these take-uvers is ob- 
vious. Business cxecutives hive realised 
Ihut they cn buy into other companies 
relatively cheiply. that interesting cand- 


The stuhborn jealousy displayed by 
the seven regional stock exchangts | 
against the Federal Republic's most inr 
portant exchange, in Frankfurt, has al 
ready been brushed side. 

The futures market has no settled lo 
cation. IL can be reached from ever 
corner of the Federal Republic by com” 
puter. 

The conıputer programme has bee 
purchased from the Swiss Optlons and 
Financial Futures Exchange (Soffex). 
This was the quickest and simplest Way 
of establishing a futures market in the * 
Federal Republic, but it dicl not leave 
much room for manoeuvre in price N 
gotiations, : 

Efforts will be ınade to build up tht 
trade in cooperation with Swiss col 
leagues. That should save some Mo” 
ney. ! 


. What no-one can foretell is , 
much business will actually be do | 
once the market is established at tê | 
end of next year. 


The number of shares that, will P: 


' authorised for trading on the optio. 


market is to be more than halved to 2 | 
at the most, largely’ because there H#' | 
been little or no trading in the remain’ 


` der, 


Unit trusts, insurance and commer. | 


: cial companies see a bright future İn 1ê | 


futures market, but they are vague as 0! i 
just how actively they will participate Î": 
A German futures market of intern” 
tional calibre, set up at considerable e, 
„pense but doing no! major busine 


would be,fatal. Ais Fichter ٠ 
(Kölner Stadt-Anzelğef', 
Cologne, 25 February1989 
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German futures and options 
market to be launched 


kers who can operate elsewhere more 
freely selling options on German equ” 
ity. The necessary legislation ‘should 
be introduced before the summer 
break. Untiring lobbying of the politi-ı 
cal parties seems likely to keep parlia- 
mentary objections to a minimum, ‘ 

‘The major banks and leading finan- 
cial institutions as well as savings and 
cooperative banks are now putting the 
finishing touches to the structure of the 
planned futures market, 

It all depends on money, DM6O0m in 
fact to finance the project, and on the 
fees that should be charged for each fu- 
tures deal. This is a delicate matter: 


If the commissions charged are high 


er than at other financial centres then 
customers will stay away. 

The five banks of the Stock: Ex- 
change Commission are bringing, pres- 
sure to bear, along with ‘the financial 
backers already won for the project, 
the Bayerische Vereinsbank, Bayer- 
ische Hypotheken- und Wechselbank 
and the Vereins- uid Westbank, con- 
cerning the participation of other 
banks. i 

A company (GmbH) is to be formed 
to operate the futures market, Sharehol- 
cers and the extent of their holding will 


be dependent on how théy contribute to 


` pre-financing. 0 
Anyone who wants to, participate ,in 
;the organisation and administration, of 
. futures market will have to pay up 
frst. - 2 ا‎ 


sell a definite volume of stocks and 
shares at an agreed price al any time 
during an agreed period. 

They allow investment managers 
handling insurance and pension funds, 
as well as private investors, to protect 
their positions against losses due to 
fluctuations in currency exchange 
rates, interest rates and price move- 
ments on the stock exchange. 

The same is true for the futures mar- 
ket. This market, unlike the options 
market, offers the right (but not the ob- 
ligation) lo buy or sell a share at a set 
price within a set period. 

Futures contracts commit a dealer.to 
buy or sell svcurities for an agreed 
price at a future date. 

Apart from the chance lo plan and 
finance with less risk, speculators dab- 
ble on the futures marker, 

They speculate on market develop- 
‘ments and hope to make a profit by so 
doing. They make sure they have n pur- 
elaser for every sale in the forward ex- 
change. 

Bankers in their capacity as brokers 
also enrn û cunımission by every con- 
traci in futures markets. 

Simply pul, the government regards 
the futures market as a gnmble in 
which the loser can get out of the con- 
tract without any legal consequences. 

, Provisions of the Stock Exchange 
Act that made the banks insist on sub- 
stantial downpaymenls by futures 
clients scared off foreign stock .bro- 


futures and options market project 

costing DMélm is scheduled to 
start up in LY8Y ancl intended to make 
the Federal Republic more attractive 
as a financial centre. 

As soon as the Bonn government 
had npproved and the Bonn Finance 
and Justice Ministries had looked al 
the proposal, stock market planners 
got down to work. 

For ages the three exchanges in Chi- 
cago and brokers in New York, Syd- 
ney, Singapore, Amsterdam, London 
und Paris have been handling 1.5 milli- 
on deals all over the world, 24 hours a 
day every day. 

Even the Swiss, very conservative in 
financial matters, have already started 
up their futures market. 

The Federal Republic, with record 
surpluses and of considerable import- 
ance in international trading, just bobs 
up and down with only LON options 
deals per Jay. 

Bankers and stock brokers in (he 
Federal Republic fear that German in- 
vestors will desert indigenous Financial 
centres for cver. They are pressing for 
the ctablishment of ù futures market 
as swiftly ûs pussible, 

‘The new urea o financial uperations 
fhit finance experts in this country 
want t0 breûk into is mainly concerneil 
with giving investors protection, 

Currency rales ind stack quotations 
gu up und down to increasing degrees. 
Previously this was dll very leisurely. 

Now movements up or tlawn of a 
tenth of a percentage pvinl worldwide 
on interest rates van happen so swiftly 
{hul risks are great, Protection is 
needed ugainst this. 

Options give the right to purchase or 


Habe, 13 March 1988) 
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“When I saw this old man I asked my- 
self: Who is he, who am 1?" Ries said. 

The old man could have been a Nazi, 
a fellow-traveller or an informer, Or 
had he helped Jews,'as Henry's “Aryan” 
nanny had helped Henry and his sister 
Steffi? 

Who knows, Henry asked limself, 
perhaps the old man had risked his neck 
in ihe resistance? 

Henry ifen began to realise that in 
1938, as a 20-year-old, he had not fll 
out Of conscious opposition 10 the Na- 
zis, but because to remain would hive 
been dangerous. He said: ™[ would ratlı- 
er have stayed in Berlin.” 

He added: "I was lucky thiu | was 
Jewish." This thought has since bern on 
his mind a lut. 

Henry Ries tried to find the Germans 
and himself. He hùd become a photo- 
grapher for an American armed forces 
magazine. Later he changed to the Nen 
York Times. 

He toured Berlin for days on end with 
camera and notebook in hand. He went 
to West Germany which was for Ries, a 
Berliner, a foreign country, to Essen, 
Mittenwald, Born. 

He had the idea for a book, German 
Faces, It was to become a bestseller in 
America at the beginning of the 1950s, 
the first popular source of information 
on the defeated enemy. For readers in 
this country it is a document that in ret- 
rospect is shattering. 

Henry Ries produced, alongside the 
pictures, a text on the discussions he 
had had with people. They did not talk 
about liberation or the hew starting 
point fqr the country. 

The text shows a defeated people 
whose bitterness and anger is not direct- 
ed against the criminal regime that had 
brought the connly to defeat and de- 
struction; , 

.Since the middle of the 195s Henry 
Ries has lived in Nêw York. He was be- 
ginning to forget the Germany that he 
had’ had to leave 50 years dg and saw in 
a different guise 40 years ago. He said: 
“I'no longer wait to stand between two 
worlds, Now I am really an Ameritan.” ' 

There are pictures that Show that not 
only ‘the historic moment is important; 
the photographer miust بام‎ be a match 
fotthem.’' 

' The :photégrapher explalis with his 
camera through ; an analytienl under- 


1 standing of the background and û sharp 


ap eciatlon of the '‘sitüationi. 9 
There are ön 1 a few who cpil do this. 


: Henry! Ries i is: onğof them. 


Weiner A. Perger' 
: ! Dawgnes Allgemeines SonmHagsblalt, 


Berlin airllft, July 1948 


With the help of friends and a fair 
share of audacity he went to the Pentag- 
on, direclly to the officer responsible 
for recruitment. 

At last he was successful. He joined 
the air force. But what was more im- 
portant he became an American with 
the Christian name Henry. 

A few days after the war had ended 
he was posted to Europe. He was a spe- 
cialist in aerial photography. 

Until then he had been in India — 
“perhaps because | could speak German 
well," he said. 

But now, in the political clcaring-up 
in the post-war period, German-Ameri- 
can Ries was needed in Germany. 

At first he worked as a trunslator of 
ducuments which had been found in 
Himmler's secret archives. 

He said: “We sat over reports in 
which experiments on human beings by 
concentration camp dactlors were de- 
scribed, unimaginable horrors de- 
scribed in exact detail." 

The team of translators was posted to 
Berlin in late summer 1945. "After a 
gap of seven years | was once more 
Heinz-Henry. 1 would not have come 
back in the normal course of events." 

Henry Ries describes a telling experi- 
ence on his first day back at Zehlendorf 
at five in the morning when the Stars 
and Stripes were unfurled to a trumpet 
solo. 

He saw an old man with a rickety cart 
whio came by at that moment. He took 
off his cap and apathetically waited for 
the victors" ceremony to come to aıı end. 


(bte: Cade)‏ ا 


Wl PHOTOGRAPHY: 


German Faces of 40 years 
. ago back in Berlin 


his Jewish origins began to separate him 
from Germans. 

He recalls that the day after Hitler 
came to power he was sitting in school 
on a bench for three when suddenly he 
was quite alone. The two non-Jews had 
gone off. 

But, he says, young lads in Berlin at 
the time were still pragmatic. “I! was a 
very good pupil. A few days later they 
agnin sat by me, because they wanted to 
look into my exercise books,” he said, 
Henry was then called Heinz and ws a 
smart young lad. 

With some pleasure he recalls that af- 
ter the change in the political! situation 
he had no problems going out with “Ar- 
yan” girls. His kind were much in de- 
mand. 

Henry RIles also still recalls with de- 
light a new biology teacher, a rather 
crotchety, sinister character with the 
Nazi party badge in his lapel, who 
strove to inititate adolescents into the 
basics of racial theçry. 

Henry was in the front row and was 
superbly suitable to demonstrate the 
characteristics of the Aryan principle. 

When the demonstration of Aryan 
exlernal characteristics was completed 
Heinz said to the teacher: 

“May I say something?" — “Yes, of 
course, Rics." — *I[] am Jewish." {The 
class bawled with delight.” 

His father, like so many German 
Jews, believed that the situation would 
1Ul ğct scrıuus. Heinz Rics Lhouyhl dil- 
ferently. 1 

Gradually he began to comprehend 
the threatening danger of Nazi Ger- 
many. In 1938 he emigrated to Ameri- 
ca. lt was not easy. 

Henry Ries, still known as Heinz, 
could tell endless stories about how 
high the hurdles were that a Jewish 
emigré had to surmount to get to Amer- 
Ica. 

He said: “It was relatively easy getting 
out of Germany, but it was very tough 
getting into America.” 

lt was also very difficult for an emigré 
like Ries to join the Army. He wanted to 
get into the war against Hitler. 

“I was an enemy alien." he said. He 
was also Jewish and a refugee, He was 
not only not allowed to join the Army 
but had to hand in his camera and radio. 
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A exhibition of Henry Ries’s photo- 
graphs has opened in Berlin, the city 
where he was born in 1917. 

His book German Faces, based on 
press photographs he took in post-war 
Germany, has been reprinted to coin- 
cide with the exhibition. 

Ries, a German-American, was the 
photographer of the Berlin Blockade. 
He was in Berlin io 1948 when the hot 
phase of the Cold War opened. 

The New York Times commissioned 
him to photograph the squadrons of tlie 
Berlin airlift. 

He photographed the people in the 
blockaded city and the cily itself, He 
took pictures that are now listed in any 
good photographic archives. The nega- 
ıives are owned by Berlin's Senate. He 
presented them to the city 20 years ago, 

Berlin officials did not know how it 
happened when they learned that the 
city had been offered this historic col- 
lection. The way it happened was com- 
paratively unusual. 

Henry Ries was in New York with a 
staff member from the Smithsonian In- 


The Exhibition: Henry Ries — Photos 
from Berlin, Germany and Europe 
1946-51, at the Berlinische Galerie un- 
til the end of August. 

The Book: Henry Ries: Deutsche 
(German Faces), published by Argon 
Verlag. Berlin, 160 pages, 80 black and 
slılte pitotugrapls, DN136. 


stitute, Wishington, who was intereuced 
in the photographs. 

His companion from Washington told 
him that they were historic documents, 
Henry Ries recalls that he had not seen 
them in this light. 

He found the negatives and original 
prints from 1948 in a box, stored away 
with a lot of other stuff that he had col- 
lected over the years. 

Then he had the sentimental feeling 
thal the pictures belonged to Berlin. 

He grew up in Berlin during the Wei- 
mar Republic. His parents were well-to- 
doJews, . 

„ Young Ries felt himself to be German 
In every sense of the word, He was blue- 
eyed and blond and he could have con- 
tinued to feel in this way until suddenly 


پد 
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tanks and field guns, Bonn views this LH 
unacceptable, 


ln view of the complexity ofthe subê . 


ject-matter and the positions outlined it 
remains to be seen whether the negoti- 
ations on the disarmament of conven- 
tional forces between the Atlantic and 
the Urals make more progress at a nore 
Tapid pace than the MBFR talks.  -: 

All the MBFR talks have to do is to 
Teach agreement on ,the numbers , of 
iroops — a task which overtaxed the ne- 
Botiating parties for almost 15 years. 

Initial Soviet reaçtions suggest that 
scepticism is advisable. 

According to Tass, the Soviet riewş 
agency, Bonn's proposal sëts out to dê- 
Stroy the structure. of the Soviet ‘armed 
forces without.in- any way changing: the 
Structure and arms level ûf the Nato alli- 
ance, ` Karl Feldmeyer 

Ftankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung‏ .` ا 
fir Dedisthludd, 23 March 1988)‏ . 
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„ Ilse Alchinger 
(Photo: Briglite Friedrich) 

Few in Frankfurt know that a real 
writer, no zealot, a realist who can find 
no splendid images for the contradic- 
tions of this world, lives in the city. 

. In her novel a boat carrying Jewish 
children, who have been saved, sails 
over the sea. She wrote: “A shark com- 
forted them in the only way a shark 
can.” 

In 1985 she was awarded the Marie 
Luise Kaschnilz Prize. Marie Luise 
Kaschnitz was a German poetess and 
short-story writer born in 1901. Ilse Ai 
chinger is now at home in the city where 
Marie Luise Kaschnitz was at home. 

llse Aichinger was married to the wri 
ter Günter Eich. She said: “The dead and 
the old are the walis that protect us.” 

What is she working on at the mo” 
ment? A novel? No, no. Then she smiles 
darkly and her eyes become small. 

A woman radio journalist rang. She 
has to call someone every half hours, ise 
Aichinger said apologetically. 

Then she said into the phone: “Ten 
new pages to read in summer? l've al 
ready published a boak. 1 don't have ten 

new pages." 

Under the date 1977 Ilse Aichinger 
made this entry: “One should not say all 
at once whal one has to say." 

Yerena Auffermann 
(Nürnberger Nuchrichten, 19 March 1988) 
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She regards the general threat under 
which we live as more sinister than it 
used to be as the danger becomes 
clearer. 

She is sorry for young people, the 
discrepancy between champagne and 
nuclear reactors. A roof over one's 
head and no ground beneath one’s feet. 
In her view that is what youth needed. 

We spoke of what would have been a 
good expression, about civil courage. 
Young people must find it anew so that 
it can become theirs: 

She, was baptised a Catholic but is 
half-Jewish and was 17 when the Ger- 
mans occupied Austria in 1938, and 
when her mother, a doctor, was re- 
fused permission to emigrate to Bri- 
tain. 

She was 21 when her grandmother. 
was carried off. 1 

She said: “We lived just a few houses 
away from the Gestapo. I can't bear 
watching marching. I can't bear hear- 
ing singing, and marching in step 
leaves me cold,” ۲ 1 

Before we speak about anxiety let us 
talk about guilt, She thinks that it is too 
much for the Germans to assume re- 
sponsibility for all war crimes them- 
selves. 

She asked: “How many Jews did 
America, Britain, France, Switzerland 
or Russia take in? Who knew a millio- 
naire who was prepared to stand guar” 
antee for the fare to emigrate to Amer- 
ica?” 

Ilse Aichinger seldom quotes Ilse 
Aichinger. She knows the sentences by 
heart, such as the implication that anx- 
iety is the stuff of courage. 

Put in another way lypical of her 
manner of expression: “lf one does not 
have anxiety one is not courageous,” 
or, an important remark from her: 
“Have enough anxiety.” 

She said that when once everyone 
had had enough anxiety everything 
would be spared. Hitler had no anxie- 
ty. He was a so-called brave man. 

She published her one and only nov- 
el in L948, Die grössere Hoffnung, It is 
criss-crossed with the horrors of war, 

Politely and calmly, just as others in 
a good mood talk about good weather, 
she said: “I think one has to experience 
a shot in the stomach.” 
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Austrian writer Ilse Aichinger 
wins literary award 


lume of poetry and some essays. Not a 
word is wasted. 

In the short pieces entitled Kleist, 
Moos, Fasane \here is under the date 
1972 just this single statement: “Ac- 
quire indifference,” 

Ilse Aichinger has not allowed her- 
self to dream that the “quiet book" 
would get so much attention. Her 
books have all been published by 
Fischer Verlag and have been designed 
by Otl Aicher. 

Was she pleased to get placed on 
South West Radio's bestseller list, an 
imporlant review for any writer? 

She said she was indeed. Then one, of 
her statements came to mind, What 
does this Aichingber sentence mean: 
"I'he ambition not to be ambitious is a 
considerable ambition.” 

Anyane who has no time for unrca- 
sonable demands should nol talk to 
Ilse Aichinger. 

You can almost hear her thinking 
before she answers in her slight Vien- 
nese accent which she has smoothed 
out to a considerable extent. 

Behind anıbition there is meanness. 
It is not far from that to envy, Envy is 
an agony. Have you never been envi- 
ous? 

What does she think of books by 
young writers? She knows no names 
and apologises a little. She said that 
she read so slowly and then she liked 
reading Kleist so much. 

Then because she obviously felt that 
was not quite what she should have 
said she conceded that some authors 
were notable. 

She was involved in other things. 
The threat, crazy affluence and the 
glorification given to youth. : 

She said: “That is not good for young 
people to be glorified, because they 
forget that it is a transitory condition. 
They begin to think of themselves as 
something special." 


. Christie's are above all things dis 
creet, A client's identity is always pro” 
. tected so thal no unauthorised person 
gets to know who has to sêll a work of 


art or where an expensive gift will bê y= 


hanging on the wall. 
If an artist finds his work included i in 


.a Christie's auction then all tbat is left 


him is to bow his head before his owW® 


work and take note that he has taken uP ' 


ا 
1 


a place in history. 

It is’a difficult task laying down whet 
art is worth in deutschemarks or sterllê. 
Does one need the knowledge and expt 


- rienced from a long life in the art world? 


.Countess Rantzau makes rough est 


:' mates ofthe value of works of art 


New head of 
Christies 
in Hamburg 


Ty. . sets piices for inclusion in the catalogue’ :. 


“How.is she able to price pictures fro 


‘She herself says that she is also Iê” 


` " sponsible for pricing silverware, chair, ; 


and other works from various centuries, : 


She worked for three and a half year, . : 


1 


at a well-known art auctioneers in Mi; 


$. nich. But the secret of her: kiiowledğê! i j: 


a crash course on art history. 

The Countess likes to recall the nistî 
months of waiting for the great eyenll.: 
She had to visit many castles and writ 


[` thesis at the end. Art history ëtudenll | : 


require yeats rather than months ta d 


. Continued ,on page 13 


"the'renaişsance to modern times? 


` this. Wher shê had sucçessfully 


: ES Countess Rantzau 
1 .(Pkoto::Hartmul Bartels) 


hristiane, Countess Rantzau, is 

head of the Hamburg branch of 
Christie's, the British auction house es- 
tablished in 1766. 

From her Hamburg, office she looks 
after Christie's interests in North Ger- 
many. Christie's have branches in 
Düsseldorf and Munich. 

Only laymen believe that North Ger- 
many is undeveloped in the arts like 
Westphalia, 

The 29-year-old Countess said. that 
Chrislie’s had organised sucçessful auc- 
tions of modern art. Last year £24m was 
paid for van Gogh’s ‘Sunflowers’ and 
£12m for ‘Le Pont de Trinquetaille,’ 

These are impressive sums, She 
proudly points ta Christie's prospectus. 

ln fluent English into the telephone 
she tries to sell her London head office 
old German loys and dolls. There is not 
always a lot of art to be handled. But 
auctions have to be organised. The firm 


depends on them with its ton-per-cent. 


commission on sales. 

Christle’s people have 1o be out and 
about in Germany on the look out for 
lucrative items and put them on the 
road for a change of owner. The com- 
mission is the attraction. 

“Jf our cljents are swimming .about 
helplessly they can turn to.us with com 
plete confidence. We giyê advice about 


building up or reducing. a collection." 


Austrian writer Ilse Aichinger has 
been awarded ihe 1988 Woeilhelm 
Prize for Llterature. The jury, making 
ihe award for the first time, was made 
wp of schoolboys and girls, They said 
that the reason for thcir decision was 
the fascination for the language the 
autlhoress used in her work, a language 
that had its offeci on young people, 
eyen İf the meaning was mysterious, In 


‘Rede an dle Jugend’ she called on her . 


readers not to give up {he hope of joy 
in an era that was recurringly plagued 
with anxidly, but not to allow thls joy 
Lo corrupt. Ilse Aichinger was born in 
Vienna İn 1921. After the ‘Anschluss’ 
her family wns persecuted by the Na- 
zîs. Her most important novel İş ‘Dije 
grûssere Iloffnung!' that describes the 
feelings of a youug girl during the Nazi 
regime. It appeared in 1948. Last year 
her latest book appcarcd, entitled 
*Klcist, Moos, Fasane.' She now lives 
in Frankfurt where she was inter- 
viewed by Yerena Auffernıann. 


nyone who wanls lo understand 

Hse Aichinger must come Lo lerms 
with the logic of contradiction. She 
makes comments such as: “Tv remain 
in one spot is to bid it farewell." 

She has been living in Frankfurt for 
the past four years where, she says, 
there are too many banks and nol en- 
ough coffee houses. Otherwise she 
does not have much to say about 
Frankfurt. She is prohably too polite to 
say anything about the city. 

The word “silence” envelops her. 
Because silence in an era of noise is an 
unreasonable demand she musl ex- 
plain lo the unsuspecting what silence 
is in facl. 

She said that as a schooigirl she ad- 
mired a quict child. Now she knows 
why. “Silence covers the currency of 
wurds. Because words are needed fas- 
ter all the time silence gets more and 
more vital,” she said. 

Anyone who can read her book, 
which appeared in the autumn of 1987, 
Kleist, Moos, Fasane, and her work be- 
1ween 195Û and 1985, has enough to 
read in one sentence for a day. One will 
commit her sentences from the book to, 
memory. 

Her statements take up little of her 
time, because she is timeless. That is 
why they are made for permanence. 
Who is aware, like she is herself, that 
one can only experience what one 8 
ready knows? 

What could one possibly ask such a 
wriler? Is nol every interference an İn- 
«liseretion? 

She laughs as only a person can 
laugh who has suffered the difficult 
and easy limes of a young girl. Then 
one iş brave. One is inquisitive in any 
event, which is why she writes so little 
and feels herself io be a clown who 
gambies with truth. 

She smokes and from behind a cloud 
uf cigarolle smoke she spoke of the 
magic hat behind which she protects 
herself and says that not-writing is just 
as much work as writing. 

' se Aichinger describes writing as 
“the harvest.” She harvesls with great 
care and considerable economy. 

Since 1948 she.has published a nov- 
el, short stories, a play [or radio, a vo- 
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Men’s advice 
bureau opens 
in Frankfurt 


Ms: German cities have women’s 
centres. Frankfurt now has one 
for men, probably the first of its kind. 

If men cannot cope any more because 
they have problems with their families, 
with being single, at work, with their 
psychological or physical health or wilh 
the role of being a man — the centre 
says this is a common complaint ~~ then 
they just have to reach for lhe phone 
and ring, the centre. 

If one sees men as being the stronger 
sex ~ a shaky view these days — one 
will be surprised at the length of the list 
of masculine complaints. 

The centre regularly hears com- 
plaints about the pressure at work. 
Some complain that fatherhood has lcft 
them permanently discontented. 

Then there are the men who are lucky 
if (hey can leave work in a good mood 
even two or three times a week, 

A self-help initiative set up the centre 
with the idea of offering conversation 
groups to discuss such problems. 
Günther Querfurtlt, who organised the 
centre, said: 

“Participanls see that other men have 
the same problems." The men try to- 
gether to find, and often do find, solu= 
tions to their problems. 

Men can usually only speak about 
sexual or behavioural problems with 
other ment. 

The groups discuss themes such iis 
sexuality. Lhe relativnship problems of 
single men, psychotherapy and cven 
sterilisation. 

They also have courses for couples 
who want to discuss their relationship 
problems. 

The centre uses body decorating, 
massage and games which promote trust 
to help people overcome their prob- 
lems. The centre also gives out medical 
advice. 

It is open to the public on Mondays 
and Thursdays between 5 and 8 p.m. for 


a SSS Albert Bechtold 


(Stuttgarter Nachrichten, 1 March 1988) 


and friends sleeping in a communal 
bed was not only due to the hardship 
and the cold. 

Effelsberg says communal sleeping 
gave people a feeling of solidarity. It 
was easier to control the movements of 
family members such as the daughters. 
Examples of this today are the milil- 
tary, monasteries and boarding schools 
which also have great dormitories that 
rob the individual of privacy. 

Sleeping aids like mats, mattresses, 
pillows and blankets are found all over 
the world. Archaeologists have found 
different types of ancient headrests in 
Egypt, Europe, Africa and Asia, 

In southern New Guinea some people 
sleep on dead relatives’ skulls. They. be- 
lieve the skull has magical powers which 
can enhance the sleeper's power. 

Some countries have special heaters 
which help one to get to sleep. The 
Dutch invented a unique one called the 
*Guling” in Indonesia. 

It is a pillow one metre long with a 
diameter of 30 centimetres, One wraps 
one’s legs and arms around it. [n warm 
regions it soaks up unpleasant sweat, 
It's still used today by Europeans and 
Indonesians of mixed stock, 

Unusual massage techniques have 
been used to foster sleep. On Tonga 
the wealthy made their servants mas- 
sage them for hours and sometimes 
even for nights at a time. The servants 
chopped gently with their fists the in- 
somniac's posterior and thighs. 

The technique relaxed and promot- 
ed a good night's sleep. Poor insomni- 
acs without servants achieved the same 
effect by getting three or four of their 
offspring ta trample on (hem. 

In india some parents used water to 
get their children off to sleep. They 
connected a bambhno pipe up to a 
slum und massaged their chıld’s hend 
with a jet of water until it dropped off 
to sleep. The water flowed out of the 
house along a narrow channel. 

Effelsberg says additional extensive 
studies on the sleeping habits of differ- 
ent cultures and the importance of rest 
and activity would improve our knowl- 
edge of the circumstances which play an 
important role in the personal attitude 
of people to sleep. They could serve as a 
basis for a new evaluation of sleep and 
help people to sleep better. 

Franziska Becher 
(Siüddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 17 March 1988) 


wm OUR WORLD 


Freiburg scientist surveys 
world sleeping habits 


They get up at three in the morning to 
make their social calls, 

The Yahans of Tierra del Fuego are 
another exception. Whenever they feel 
tired they simply doze off and wake up 
when they are refreshed. 

The Yahans can also go without sleep 
for long periods without getting tired, 
though at some later stage they have to 
make up for the loss of sleep with long 
rests. 

The Uni Cashibos, an Amazon tribe, 
sleep in intervals which are continually 
interrupted by states of being half and 
fully awake. When they wake up they 
eat, talk, listen to the radio or smoke a 
cigarette. 

Their nocturnal recreation, even 
when it's noisy, does not awaken other 
people sleeping nearby. However, they 
wake up if they hear something import- 
ant - like a dog attacking chickens or a 
married couple fighting. They do what 
they can and then go back lo sleep. 

The Teıniar in Malaysia and the Iban 
in Sarawak sleep a maximum of six 
hours. During the night a qvarter of 
them are always busy covking or chop- 
ping wood. Apart from meal times, 
there are always some people sleeping 
during the duy. 

Effeisberg says the study shows that 
sleeping habits like those above used 
ın be more widespread on all conti- 
nents. 

In the Middle Ages whole families 
used to sleep together, sometimes with 
guests, in the same roonı or bed. A fa- 
mous Tudor bed called the “Bed of 
Ware" in an old English inn, still bears 
witness to this mediaeval custom. 

The bed is nine square metres and 
tired guests used to sleep in a heap on 
it, 

The mediaeval habit of hosts, guests 


Its main goal was to train people how 
to discuss their problems with each 
other. 

Evidence suggests that the children of 
divorced parents çften develop behavi- 
oural problems, 

If parents can make their marriages 
work they would be doing their children 
a great service, ` . 

The project 


has a budget of 


. DM720,000:anqd, will rûn for an iaitlal 


. four. ‘years. The Bavarian Ministry for 
Social Securityi iş paying half of the bud- 
Bet. 2 

The (Roman Eatholle) bishops' e con¬ 
"ference İs paying 30 per cent and the 
` afthidloctise’ of. Munich anid Freising 20 
per cent; 

Monsignor Sebastian Annescr, head 


, of. the. archdiocese of Munich's chap” 


lainey section, justified the church's in- 
. valvement.when the “point in question 
: isthe fndissolubillty of marriage.” 

He also said we should offer morê 
than just marriage therapy. 
. We should algo; wlth the help of Ê 
ified marriage” guidance counsellors, 
help give marriages a lasting perman- 
ence. 
ا‎ "4 4 4 


`. Pêtêr Séhınalz 1 
, < «(Die Welt, Bonn, 17 March 1988) 


Inability to communicate leads 
to divorce, Munich experts say 


problems which crop up, but rather të’ 

way in which the: ; partners deal: with 
them.” 

. Hahiweg and Eckert are working to- 

gether with the Catholic Church on ã 

unique German project to promoté and 

train engaged couples: in communica-. 
tiveness before marriage. , 

ı Four couples come together for SIX. 
evenings and are taught, said Eckert, “to 

consciously behave and conyerse. İn .a. 

way which promotes relationships and 

how to recognise and rectify behaviour 

which damages them.” 

: Hahlweg says the goal of the marriage. 
preparation course is more:that the ex- : 
;pressing of feelings and dşsires and the 

perception of mutual expectations typi! 


al pI IFeRcunter jroUpE E EE 


he saying “What God has brought to 

¢ together let no man put asunder” is 
largely ignored these days, Germany’s 
family law judges have a lot of work on 
thieirhands, Divorcë has bacéme e 
eryday affairini'Germany:' 

. Professor Kurt Hahlweg: says about 
35 per cent of ‘married people are not 
content with their partners, Every 
fourth i marrige in Germany و‎ In. di 
vorce, 

` Dr Hahlweg, a piyohlatrist: at hê Mat 
Planck Institute for Psychiatry in 
nich, says the main reason for thiş is, 
surprisingly, hot soelal. or finance 


` pressures. 


It is the increasing incapacity, of peo’ 
ple to sqlve problemg, by talki ng with 
each ofher. E 

Psychologişt Volker, Eckert. of. the 


‘Munich Institute , of Communication 
` Therapy says: . 0 e 


‘¬. The decisive things i in the. course of a 
good relationship 'are'nat. so .much, the 


Freiburg University survey of glo- 

bal sleeping habits says people who 
live along traditional lines on all conti- 
nents and even in industrialised condi- 
tions in South and East Asia sleep bet- 
ter than people in the West despite less 
favourable sleeping conditions. 

‘The survey is the work.of medical 
anthropologist Winfried Effelsberg of 
Freiburg University. neurological clin- 
ic..He says between a third and a 
fourth of the population in industria- 
lised Western countries have sleep dis- 
turbances. 

Western tourists in Asia have long 
been amazed by the ability of Asians on 
long journeys to sleep on rattling buses 
and trains. Most Westerners cannot 
sleep under such conditions. 

In most countries people go to bed at 
night and get up the following morning 
to go to work. They usually finish work 
in the evening, The time between finish- 
ing work and going to bed is leisure 
time, But such sleeping habits are by no 
means universal. 

The Mayans in Yucatan for instance, 
have a completely different timetable, 


New head 
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the “general course of fine and decariı- 
tive ùrts {rum the renûaissance tuo ihe 
present day" she was prepared to be- 
come the representative for Christie's 
for art in North Germany. 

Expressing her view on art she said: 
“Most people are interested in modern 
art." Subject, quality? 

“No, the prices for these pictures in- 
crease best of all." Then ten per cent 
for Christie's. 

Is there any demand for German ex- 
pressionists? Dix and Kirchner show 
gains that go into the hundreds of mil- 
lions. 

1f you do not have a lot of money 
there is little hope of acquiring much. 
Prices have become so astronomical 
that only dilettante collectors with 
plenty of money have any hope of ac- 
quiring items. 

But they 'do not, need tO give up. 
They can get out of the situation where 
prices have been pushed 1p, high and 
shuffle the cards anew; 

Auction houses do: not ‘sel trends 
they just have to react. 

Connoisseurs, are snapping up. ` just 
about every passahle painting from 
Schleswig-Holstein. dating from ..the 
middle of the last cenitury. 

Who knows, perhaps someone will 
come along and recognise the beauty 
of these pictures and, the prlçes will 
rocket sky-high, . . 

This happened with a ‘fifeman who 
collected Scandinavian paintings at a 
time when connoisseurs did, not have 
the faintest, Idea that there was. any 
painting in oil in the north: .. : 

Now Scandinavian art ıis in. vogue 
and the. gentleman i8. doing fabulous 

usiness, a 

.He, gave: up putting out fires and 

ale his hobby. his profession. :.. 1. 
£ 1q j., FrankSauerland 

: ` (Deutsthos Allgémelnes Sonntagsblatt, 

„ 1. Hamiburg, 20 March 1988) 
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such essential respects as protection of 
ground and tap water. 

Germany in particular, Frau Weber 
says, has been particularly slow to im- 
plement European Community ‘regula- 
tions. 

It has either dragged its feet before 
doing so or only partially, and tardily, 
made provision to enforce them. 

Given this disappointing environ- 
mental balance sheet the European 
Parliament has drawn up a list of de- 
mands. 

The European Commission, it says, 
must set up an inspectorate. of its own 
to monitor pollution in nember-coun- 
tries, using mobile measuring stations 
ahd taking samples to specify offences 
and helþ to bring offenders to book, 

A complaint form has existed for 
some time to be used by members of the 
public who want to lodge environment 
complaints with the European Commis- 
sion. Its existence must be made miore 
widely known, 


Watchdog committee 


3 
An environmental watchdog com” 


mittee needs to be set up to review the 
implementation: of Community law in 
member-countries and to monitor the 
European Commission's performance 
in respect of statutory notification of 
member-countries and the implemen’ 
tation of verdicts reached by the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice. 

The Luxembourg court still has ne 
sanctions, lt musl be enabled to ak 
against member-countries and check 
whether its verdicts are implemented 
throughout the Community. 

Yet even its critics in the European 
Parliament concede that the European 
Year of the Environment has heigh- 
tened environmental awareness in 
Western ' Europe. 

It has redirected regional fund and 
European Investment Bank funds into 
environmental protection and brought 
about a number of improvements in n4” 
ture conservation. Thomas Gack 

(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 18 March 1988) 
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Wi ENVIRONMENT 


European Year of the Environment was 
` aflop, says European Parliament 


No fewer than 177. court cases are 
pending in which member-countries 
stand accused of breaches of environ- 
mental commitments. 

No matter where they looked, at the 
pumping of toxic substances into rivers, 
lakes and waterways or at the quality of 
bathing or tap water, MEPs came’ up 
against breaches of European Com- 
munity regulations by member-coun- 
tries. 

` The authorities showed inadequate 
interest .in introducing and enforcing 
quality standards in keeping With strict 
scientific findings, 

In Munich, for instance, eûplê were 
long allowed to bathe in the River [sar 
even though its water quality fell short 
of European Community standards. 

What has since happened? Have the 
municipal authorities done anything to 
improve the walter quality? Not they. 
They have simply removed the “Bathing 
Permitted” signs. 

Lead in tap water is highly toxic and a 
serious health hazard. It is acknowl- 
edged to destroy the red blood corpus- 
cles and lcad to anaemia ind, possibly, 
cause cancer. 

Yet nearly all menıber-countries were 
late in introducing and enforcing the 
Eurnpean Communily's lea! count 
guideline, thereby endangering in parli- 
cular the health of children and preg- 
nant women, fur whom even minute 
concentrations are harmful. 

In some areas of ‘the Community, 
such as Britain, where water is still 
pumpod, to consumers through lead 
pipes tap water continues to contain un- 
acceptably high levels of lead pollution. 

The Federal Republic of Germany, 
which prides itself on being a model of 
environmental propriety and pacemak- 
er among the Twelve, is in breach of Eu- 
ropean environmental regulations in 


measures to protect the ozone layer in 
the upper atmosphere has not been rati- 
fied. 
® Free public access to environmental 
information has still not been guaran- 
teed. 

In connection with the correspon- 
dingly unsatisfactory conclusion of the 
European Year of lhe Environment the 
European Parliament has made another 
attempt to impress on membcr-coun- 
tries their environmenlal policy sins of 
omission and comniission. 

It lıns approved threc parliamentary 
reports outlining missed opportunities 
and legal breaches in member-countries 
in connection with clementary essen- 
tials: the air we breathe and the water 
we drink. 1 

Greek Christian Democrat Panayotis 
Lanmbrias referred, in presenting the 
findings of his reporl on lhe icad count 
in lap water, to “Kafkaesque condi- 
tions" in respect of the implementation 
of the European Community guideline 
in member-countrics. 

“No-one knows who abides by which 
regulations," he said. 

Christian Democratic MEP Siegbert 
Alber from Stuttgart presented an 
alarming report on atmospheric pollu- 
tion in which he lamented the power- 
lessness of the European Commission 
to check or control what went on. 

The European Community, he said, 
has issued 198 guidelines on environ~ 
mental and consumer protection, but 55 
guidelines have yet to be incorporated 

in national legislation in one or more 
member-countries. 


mental protection measures in, say, the 
chemical industry were “internationally 
harmonised," 


If this was not ensured, competitive 
distortion would result, with a paralys” 
ing effect on industrial readiness to İn“ 
vest in expensive but.environmentally 
sound manufacturing techniques. 


Ernst Ulich von Weizsãcker, head 
the Europêan Environment Policy Insti 
tute, was critical of the course the SLAF 
bourg conference toqk. 

had 


He .felt the “topological aspect” 
been paid too little attention in i 
had been an “extremely rich and. vre 
conference,” 


After the Sandoz catastrophe, ; 
which .chemicals polluted Rhine watef 
downstream from Basle; ‘the. river. 
been, found to undergo a process of bid’ 
logical reactivation starting, from a 
that had not been affected. 

More attention, he said, ust be اام‎ 
to “river fegulation.” 

He; also saw a née’ to draw up ee 
logical standards that were practiceblê 
for industry and actionable far thé pi 
lig proşecutor’'s.office. . 


. Maybe, he felt, we were 'puriuing e 


wrong policies on the Rhine becaüsê. 


wrong people ha had wrong: information li 


their disposal. ı f 
ا ا‎ Helmut Hittel’ 


(DieiWfeit, Boni, 8 Marc 1988)‏ < ا 


Rhine pollution 
weighs heavily 
on Rotterdam 


This sludge is so polluted, particular- 
ly with heavy metals such as cadmium, 
chromium, copper, lead and zinc, that it 
can neither be pumped into the North 
Sea nor used in landfill work and the 
construction of Holland's famous dikes. 

Rotterdam has had to set up a special 
dump for Rhine sludge, Recently com- 
pleted, it cost roughly DM180m and is 


. large enough to take sludge dredged 


from the Port unlil the year 2002, 

The city had no intention of building 
a second dump of such gigantic size in 
20 years” time, he said. Besides, Rhine 
pollution offenders in Switzerland, 
France and Germany ought also to help 
foot Rotterdanm's sludge disposal bill, 

Industry, which was represented for 
the first time at an international Rhine 
conference of this kind, stressed that it 
was willing in principle, to play an active 
part in improving environmental: pro- 
tection, especially of the Rhine. 

But care must be taken to ensure, as 
German industrial spokesmen were par- 
ticularly anxious to note, that the intro- 
duction and implementation of environ- 


N: until lhe beaver and the salmon 
return to the Rhine, Britain's Stan- 
ley Johnson, European Community 
commissioner for environmental affairs, 
told the International Rhine Conference 
held at the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, will Ihe smile return to the 
Loreley's face. 

The conference, held by the Dutch 
National Environmental Protection 
Committee, was attended by 120 dele- 
gates. 

They all agreed that risk management 
can only hope to succeed within a 
framework of close international coop- 
eration between government agencies 
and Industrial companies in the four 
countries Ihrough which the river 
passes, 

This was sail to require “harmonisa- 
tion of environmental protection provi- 
sions" in France, Germany, Holland and 
Switzerland and “intensive communica- 
tlon" between their respective authorit- 
ies. 

Councillor M. J. Jansen of Rotterdam 
made it clear how much toxic material 
his city had to handle. 

It is the world's largest port, handling 
roughly 250 million tons of cargo a 
year, and hie is respousible for environ- 
menlal issues to the city council, 


Holland, he said, had to dredge 23 


million cubic metres of toxic sludge 
from the Porl of Rotterdam, which 
forms part of the Rhine estuary delta. 


he Environment Ministers of the 12 
European Cammunity countries 
had no cause for congratulation when 
they met in Brussels to review 1987, the 
European Year of the Environment. . 
The air in the strcet outside lhe Euro- 
pean Commission building in Brussels 
is not perceptibly cleaner than it was a 
year ango. 
Minisiers and their officials canrıot 


be sure the coffee in their vacuum flasks - 


is any freer of lead, nitrates, pesticides 
and radioactive contamination. 

Even those who don't share the gloo- 
my view of Green MEP Undine Bloch 
von Blottnitz, who tokl the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg the overall 
uuteome of European environmienlal 
“window-dressing" had been a disgrace, 
will have lo admit that the Europcan 
Year of the Environment lıas resulted in 
very little less pollution and not nıucl 
more protectian. 

The Europcan Parliament, which is 
incrcasingly cmcrging as an advocate of 
envirannıental protection and consunt- 
er interests, has arrived at a damning 
all-parly conclusion. 

Crucial environmental problems huve 
slill to be solved, it says. Legal provi- 
sions in European Communily coun” 
tries have not been improved lo any 
great extent. None of the major environ” 
mental legislation planncd by member- 
cuuntries was passed during Environ” 
ment Year. 

Where European Community gulde- 
lines exist, member-countries have of- 
ten been very slow to incorporate them 
in national legislation, and when, after 
lengthy delays, they have done so, na- 
tional legislation has been incomplete. 

Social Democratic MEP Beate Weber 
from Hcidelberg, chairwoman of the 
European Parliament's environmental 
affairs committee, lists the failures: 
® The 12 Environment Ministers failed 
to agree ort pollution control regula- 
tions for static emission by coal-fired 
power stations. 
® The European Conımunity’'s emis- 
sion ceilings for pollution-controlled 
cars are arguably too high and certainly 
way above statutory ceilings in the Unit- 
ed States. 
® The radioaclive contamination ceil- 
ings for foodstuffs, finally agreed after a 
lengthy tug-of-war, arc twice as high as 
the levels laid down by the European 
Cummission after Chernobyl. 

® The Montreal protocol on limited 
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as is common in the USA and other 
countries. 

To this can be addeul the fnct that oil 
millionaires from the Middle East are 
not likely to be interested in stock issues 
of German canıpanies on German stock 
markets. 

They show little interest in non-vat- 
ing preference shares ancl are discou” 
raged by ıhe 10-per-cent voting limit 
imposed in the 1970s to keep petrodol- 
lars at bay. 

it is doubtful whether in the fulure 
Ihere will be exciting rises in minor 
stock prices on German stock €X- 
chunges because of take-over bid spe- 
culations. Leo Fischer 

(Rheinischer Merkur/Cbrist und Well, 
„ Honn, 18 March 1988) 


tion of letting them live for the day, for the 


` moment and “expand the present by giving 
` them personal affection.” 


The teacher, by their side in their 
need and anxiety, is a key figure for 
these children. Teachers who teach in 
hospitals are of particular help in these 
terminal situations. 

For the past two years the school in 
Minster has borne a new name. It is 
called the Helen Keller School. 

The efforts Helen Keller, an Ameri- 
can woman born deaf and blind, made 
to overcome her handicaps “are a sym- 
bol of hope and healing, of the will lo 
conquer illness and the powers of the 
spirit in every person.” 

Helen Keller became a writer and so- 
cial reformer with the help of Anne Sul- 
livan. The teaching staff at the Münster 
school see the incentives and aims of 
their work in this ideal teacher-pupil re- 


lationship. Brigitte Macher 


(Rheinischer Merkur/Christ und Welt, 
Bonn, I8 March 1988) 


Hanover nursery 
school for 
high IQ kids 


rigitte Pollit and her group of eight 
little people nttracled attention at 
this year's Cebit Fair in Hanover. 

She and her tiny charges were there to 
make contacts and perhaps find sponsors 
for a Hanover project thal is unique in 
the Federal Republic — a mursery schoul 
for gifted children. 

The Bonn Education Ministry has fin- 
anced the pilol pruject for twa years, bul 
Lherc is uncertainty ubout the futur. 

Frau Pollit has heen working without 
pay since last July with the children, aged 
hetween four and six. All have eurly in 
life shown signs of special intelligence, 

They can all read and write already. 
Nathaniel, aged five, has grown up bilin- 
gual and speaks fluent English. 

There are at present 11 children in the 
nursery school. The parents pay DM200 
a month for them to be there. 

"Computers are an everyday thing in 
nursery schools in America. Gifted child- 
ren get to know the new technology carly 
in life," she said in an interview with this 
newspaper at the Hanover Fair. 

She added: “We do not want to breed 
scientists in this group, but merely satisfy 
the demands highly- gifted children make 
of us.” Experieace has shown that highly 
intelligent children do not get on in nor- 
mal rursery classes. They are isolated by 
the other children and threaten to be- 
come lone wolves, 

To avoid this developing even further 
later in their education highly-gifted 
children should be especially prepared 
. fot sohool. 

Brigitte Polit sald: “They are.children 
wlio’. ae .iOt satisfied with ' normal in 
struGtion. They think about things and go 
into ‘them more deeply." Nevertheless 
they also like to play.and'rolllck about, 

: Ovef-the past ‘few jJears she has be- 


come convinced thal . socicty has not 


„found the answer to dealing with highly 
"gifted children, . 
.` “In 'speclal arens: geniuses suéh aR Bö: 


۰ 


He Becker or Steffi Graf are recognised, 


but wien it. iş a matte .of butstanding 
people in matters of the. Intellect then 


„there is èã lack of understanding.” k8 


She wants ta acquire 1 eam puter fot 


“her Ghitges with a. printer or, a copying 


`machlnê.to be able to interest highly-glft+ 
ed children in e new technology at’ hel 


.. (Hannovenche Atlgelaind 18 March o8) 
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Silver jubilee of school for 
sick children in Münster 


ally been able to bring him out of his anx- 
ieties and sense of isolation. She has en- 
couraged him to make a new friend out of 
his small fellow-countryman. 

In another room a specialist male and 
female teacher give their attention to six 
mentally handicapped boys and girls 
aged between 14 and 16. 

They sing a nursery song and Gerhardt 
spontaneously gives a solo from his bed, 

During the breakfast break he serves 
the others soft drinks from a large lemo- 
nade bottle and cake. This is quite an cf- 
fort because the boy has to lie on his back 
all the time, but he manages with the help 
of the lady teacher. 

The teachers’ most important task is tO 
train their young charges in acceptable 
social behaviour. lt is particularly notice- 
able how the boys and girls have com- 
plete trust in their teachers. 

This is made obvious by the fricndly 
way they mix with each other, There is a 
relaxed atmosphere that the visitor no- 
tices immediately, 

One lady teacher said that in the 
schoul the boys and girls Icarn that being 
ill is all part of the normal experience of 
living. 

This idea was coıtained in the words 
that Frau Lange said to me when I left: 
“The sick person is ulso healthy." She 
said thal we must address ourselves {0 
him with that in mind and activate him. 

She said that encouraging the healthy 
pit vl a pesun helped to uvercunte ill- 
Muss. Lucan ior lhe sich implies Lai- 
loring teaching to the children’s situation, 

Finding the right level ot demands to 
make is u delicate task, especially when 
yuu want to nake sure you aren't being 
overdemanding or overprotective. 

It can only be achieved by harmonious 
teamwork between doctors, teachers and 
psychologists in cooperation with par- 
ents and with the usual school the young 
people attend. 

This school is provided with informa- 
tion from the hospital school when the 
boy or girl is discharged. 

This teamwork is made possible by 
weekly conferences among other things 
and includes medical training for teachers. 

The new director of the university hos- 
pital, Professor Dieter Harms, has a high 
opinion of them. He appreciates that he is 
discovering the influence such a unique 
school as a hospital school can exert. 

The fact is not lost on him that there js 
an increase in the number of children who 
are chronically ill and whose schooling 
needs must be taken into account since 
they are regularly admitted to hospital. 

To these can be added children who 
have to go into hospital because of an acci- 
dent or who haye to spend long times in 
hospital for treatment for other reasons, 

Between ten to 12 per cent of young 
people who are in hospital are long-stay 
patients. 

This includes children: suffering from 
cancer. Thanks to developments in medi- 
cine over the past ten years at least 5 Per 
cent of them can be cured, ` 

It is very Important that these children 
should be given the will tt overcome theit 
sicknëêss. If is also important 'that: they 
should ‘be psychologically and eduçation- 
ally prepared for rehabilitation, 

What about children wlio have no hope 


of surviving? Why should tiey.do lessons? 


i ‘School achleyemtent is aot Important for 
them. The important'polnt is that they 'atê 


in the tompany of teachers. This is a ques 


school and rejoin the teaching pro- 
gramme straight away without having to 
carry on their schooling separated from 
the main stream because of being away 
from school due to illness. 

The 30-minute lessons in hospital have 
made this possible. 

The purpose of the school in a hospital 
is, briefly, to enable schoolboys and girls 
to return to their classes without having 
fallen too far behind. 

It dispels the worries they have about 
falling behind at school, coming in addi- 


tion to the worries they already have 


about their health, 

It would be one-sided, however, to de- 
fine the hospital school only with this 
practical aim in mind, 

Instruction that is personal and takes 
into consideration the child's psychologi- 
cal and psychiatric stitution brings back 
into the young patient's life a sense of 
rlythm and normality. 

This is a godsend for young patients 
whose illness has cut them off from the 
routine of life. 

The school teaches its curriculum, 
gives a sense of achievement and/or frus=- 
tration, just like a normal schoal. Bul fai- 
lures can be cushioned hy the more per- 
vuna Contact with leit hers. 

The teacher is the person to whom the 
child can relate. He can pass on the child- 
ren worries and anxieties to their doctor. 

Frau Schınidt-Ehmcke, a young teach- 
er with additional art teaching qualific- 
ations, regards the sensitive give and take 
between teacher and pupil as a step to- 
wards helping the young people to devel- 
op and mature. 

This is important within the enclosed 
atmosphere of a stay in a clinic for the 
adjustments necessary for a handicap 
that might last a lifetime. 

Frau Schmidt-Ehmcke teaches Ger- 
man to children in the fifth class. This in- 
cludes grammatical concepts that are 
demonstrated by games, 

This is more difficult for two Turkish 
boys than their German schoolfellows.. 
One of them has had to stay many, 
months in the clinic for complicated or- 
thopaedic trealment, 

` His teacher is glad that she has gradu- 
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Teve years ago a small school 
was set up within Münster University 
Hospital to provide teaching facilities for 
sick children, 

It started with a staff of two and now 
has 23. Two years ago it was taken over 
by the local education authority and re- 
named the Helen Keller School. 

Within the impersonal clinic complex 
there is a group of buildings that have a 
less forbidding appearance. 

Leaving the lift on the 7th floor the vi- 
sitor encounters a highly-imaginative pic- 
ture, painted by the young patients, 
pointing the way to the bright class- 
rooms. 

There is nothing to recall the stale at- 
mosphere that is so usual in our educa- 
tional institutions. 

1 met Johanna Maria Lange, headmis- 
tress of the school. In 1963 she put into 
effect the idea of the then hospital direc- 
tor; to establish a school for sick children 
within the hospital. 

Over the years it has developed to a 
school whose structure takes in students 
from all types of school and at all age le- 
vels, 

Its success has a lot to do with Frau 
Lange's personality. In every classroom 
there is a positive, urısentimerntal atmos” 
phere. 

There are on the staff three high 
school teachers, two secondary school 
teachers, six elementary school teachers 
and 12 special teachers. 

They have won over the 140 school- 
boys and girls in their charge with their 
sense of motivation and enthusiasm. 

The school is full of mcaningful activ- 
ity and has not become, as many feared, a 
muted establishment little related to the 
normal routine of life. 

About 1,000 children pass through the 
school in the course of the year. Apart 
from hc uniyvcrsny huspital itsell they 
cume from psychiatric departments for 
young peuple, the orthopaedic depart- 
ment, the dialysis department and uther 
medical centres as well as from municipal 
clinics. 

Herr Kubina is teaching two school- 
girls from the eleventh and ninth grades 
of a high school (Gymnasium) in mathe- 
matics. 

While Karin, 14, gives her attention to 
Pythagoras's Theorem the teacher gives 
his attention to Ilona, two years older, 
who is doing mathematics as a main sub- 
ject. 

Without the teacher being present 
both girls spoke without bias and posit- 
ively about the time they had had to 
spend in hospital. 

They were both confident that they 


would be able to rejoin their classes even . 
after longer and repeated j intervals away . 


from school. 
, They could return toi their „normal 


‘At 100 locations in the Federal Re- 
ن ا‎ Peli toupgyythich 


'. coicern ` thepiselves Wh emofiorial! 
health. along the lines, of the America 
` "Emotions Anonymous. The iain cen-' 


tre isin Stuttgart,’ ب‎ 
“These groups have 12 learning: ‘prox’ 


„grammes. The group: membérs try .to 


overcomê depressiûh, ‘arixjetiss, . inferi- 
ority complexes andi Ete in mik: 


ing çontact.. 


, There’ has a a: eimid moyê om 
government to provide .support, for, 
iş mistrust And su- 


1 cost. a ee in the: 
iş .nüt hi. iid 


They do not wûnt 
girs O .' these kroups.. There 
.-spleioh ön. both..şidês..but,' ‘that could 
N f ih 


Continued fr 1 page 14 


something ,aboüt. ‘their. dwt, problems: , 
and have control over their.own-liyes;. . 
No matter if it involves organic fruit and: 
vegetables, health food shops, women's 
bookshops, transportation and junk remo-. 
val collectives, lorry. workshops i all in= 
volved are oi the loakout forajob. . ".., 


But ttiey aré also looking for a new kirid ` 


of work and quality of life, which they can” 
not find in the normal job World, . 
They do not want to. work ùnder a mar 
nagement’ 
Work that pays no songideratlon to thelr 
environment, .. 


would bê. mı eh higher re lt 
heşe. solf-h and othêr organ ilon 


Pf 
integratê' theft into.soclety: 
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They also listed a decline in relîgiduş 
education — 32 per cent — and a search ı 
for identity among young people ~— 2) : 
per cent. 

The social aspect, doing what one ° 
contemporaries do, only plays a minor 
role, according to the Catholic teachers, 

Although the teachers have made ef. 
forts to gain information about the oc- 
cult from a number of sources, more 
than three-quarters of them regarded 
themselves as being inadequately i ir 
formed on the subject. 

` The diocese of Trier is planning fur 
ther events in which teachers can get lo 
know more about the confrontation 
with the supernatural. 

Radio Luxembourg has already taken 
up the theme. In a programme entitled 
"Unbelievable Stories" followers of ar | 
ious spiritual practices can have theirsay. 

The survey among thé teachers 
showed that they did not criticise the ra- 
dio station for beaming the programme, 
but thé evaluation of the survey did in- 
clude the comment: 

“We have instances where the Radio 
Luxembourg programme has stimulated 
interest in the occult, but the survey of 
the teachers does noi reveal a direct link * 

between the programme and various 
practices,” 

Professor Mischo has come to some 
very definite conclusions as a result ol 
the survey. 

He believes. there is an urgent need 
for professional advice and researclı te 
deal with the "spread of this epidemic of 
the occult," which he regards as 
dangerous drug." There is a nced ft 
cash and personnel. His deparlment in 
Freiburg University has id budget of 
DM5,000. 

, It is proposed 10 ciırry out another 
survey of the 850 psycho-social and ad- 
visory centres in the Federal Republic. 

They should be able to give a picture 
of the extent of the “damage the occult 
is ا9‎ among young people." 

Eckhart Kauntz 
(Frunkturter Allgemeine Zeltung 
fiir DPeulschlund, Y March 1988) 
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Freiburg psychologist probes occult craze 


among German schoolchildren 


the unconscious, Schoolboys and girls 
explain the sources of all this as a mes- 
sage, primarily of a spiritual significance 
— from the dead,‘the reincarnated, un- 
seen spirits or demons, which enter the 
human psyche. 

According to Mischo the practice çf 
getting into uncontrolled contact with 
the unconscious in groups can become 
addictive. 

The results can be a withdrawal from 
daily life with difficulties at school and 
problems in learning, increased anxiety 
and an unconscious wish to fulfill mes- 
sages from lhe spiritual world. 

Twenty-four per cent of the teachers 
said their pupils suffered from depression, 
considered (doing harm to themselves or 
others and disturbances resembling psy- 
chological disorders, At least 40 cases of 
this kind have been recorded. 

The schoolboys and girls were also 
very interested in such things as reading 
playing cards and horoscopes. 

Magical practices such as for example 
the "prescriptions" from the 6th and 7th 
chapters in the Book of Moses (a pro- 
duct of the Middle Ages) are just ahead 
of listening to pop groups with a back- 
ground of dealing in the occult, 

This accounts for the popularity of 
groups with such names as “Black Sab- 
bath," “Black Widow" or “Tyrannosau= 
rus Rex," 

Heavy Metal Music has now taken a 
new direction, called ‘Black Metal, 
which is described as “satanic pop." ' 

There is also considerable interest in 
Saıan cults and the Black Mass, a fa- 
vourite topic of the popular press. 

The teachers in the survey said that 
curiosity was the main motive for young 
people getting mixed up in the occult ~~ 
72 per cent. 


Self-help groups help to cut 
health service costs 


hot further enlarge the welfare state. We 
must, concentrate on the human fac 
tors.” 

Fink has created the so-called “Berlin % 
Model," a support fund for self-help 
groups that is to get DM10m this year. 

Münster, Munich, Bremen and Har 
burg have created similar funds. 

` There are various reasons why peopk : 
from different walks of life get togeihe 
in a self-help group. 

There are such distress reasons 
employment and the threat of envio | ا‎ 
miental pollution aš: well as'a declilf i 
cûnfidence that’ politicians cal, sol 
these problems. 

` Organisations that deal with a eh 1 
ic problem grow from the initiativé of 
small group, An example is the case 
parents who have lost a child. 1 

` A ‘Dortmund pastor’ brought wi ! 
mothers and fathers together! £ affédte 
in this way, three years ago. Now therê j 
are similar associations in many cities, 
the Federal Republic.’ ' : 


A current éxampþle -is ithe assistanê : ا‎ 


given to-Aids suffèrers'vla' the Deutsch i 
AIDS-Hilfe organisation. This :volu 
tary organisation was set up long: blo 
the government did anything: 


The motivation ‘behind 8 era 


groups: in thé commercial sector js 4 
.. Gohtinued on page 16. 


Sis: the end of the 1970s approxi- 
mately 40,000 self-help groups have 
been established in the Federal Repub- 
lic, 

These groups are made up of people 
who have got together to find a way out 
of personal suffering or who want to 
plug a gap in the network of social care 
in the country. 

What is new about this now is that 
they are increasingly getting. Support 
from government. 

The Bonn Youth, Family, Women 
and Health Affairs’ Ministry.is to hand 
out DM 1.9m annually for a. three-year 
pilot scheme for the benefit.of alterna- 
tive projects, 

This money will be used to finance 
full-lime staffers in 16 cities in the 
country who wil} give advice aud pro- 
vide information to local groups, 

Berlin, a city with any number of social 
proþlems, has been a ploneer in this dever 
lopment. There are more alternative or 
self-help organisations there than. any- 
where else iri the Federal Republic, 

In Berlin activities arê mainly carried 
on by volunteers. Ulf Fink, senator fe- 
sponsible’ for heaith, soclal and family 
affairs, said: 

“People can only work -together in 
areas of life on a scale to which thêy can 
easily relate. For this reason: we must 


The sutvey showed that almost 85 of 
the teachers questioned dealt with oc- 
cultism in their classes. The initiative 
for this came primarily from pupils 
themselves — 67 per cent. 

Manifestly then this deals with a 
problem schoolboys and girls have and 
it requires pyschological and education- 
Al consideration. 

The themes raised in class were based 
on the pupils’ personal experiences in 
occult practices. 

The most popular practice by far was 
a glass moving across letters to spell out 
words, then automatic writing, table le- 
vitation andl oscillations, all interpreted 
spiritually, 

Professor Mischo said that these tech- 
niques brought into action deep levels of 
the personality and produced messages 
from the unconscious that were regnrdecl 
as inimical to a person's weltbeing. 

These “psychic automatisms," which 
have been explored since the spiritualist 
fad uf the 1850s, show a tendency to 
personification. This is why the more or 
les: lelligent products were described 
as “spirits,” 

This impression is strongly held by 
schoolboys and girls, according to Mi- 

scho, when “inexplicable knowledge” is 
added or when objects move as if they 
were self-propelled. 

Here one must differentiate between 
a hallucination, a deception or genuine 
parapsychological experiences from 


A survey has been carried out on the 
influcnce of the occult in schools in 
ıhe Saar and in Trier and Koblenz in 
Rhineland-Palatinate. 

It was carried out hy Johannes Mi- 
scho, professor of psychology at Frei- 
burg University, and Bernd Lambert 
Irom the schools department of the Ro- 
man Catholic diocese of Trier. 

Esoteric books crowd the book- 
shelves in bookshops, Pulp. magazines 
delight in describing satanic masses And 
other occull activities, : 

. A “spiritual address book” indicates 
the (rack to be taken İn the world of the 
spirits for u specific ncecl. 

The longing for the supernatural in- 
creases all the titme ancl there is much in 
il that is dangerous. 

Professor Mischo sees in this imerest 
in the occult a renaissance of “old spir- 
itualist practices." 

His department in Freiburg University 
receives approxinuMecly 3,000 requests for 
information about the occult per year, 

‘The Education Minislry in Mainz, 
shocked by this interest in the occu 
that extends from unspecified "events" 
to prophecies of death ut schools in the 
Rhinecland-Palutinute, takes the view 
that youth secls are being replaced by 
whut the occult has to offer. 

In the survey 520 questionnaires 
werc senl out lo Catholic teachers in 
high schools: L138 were returned and 
they have now been assessed. 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the data arranged in see-al-a-glance tables in these new reference 
works. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, 0 phyeical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderşlorms, 


These figures compiled over the years are invaluable both for planning journeys 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


Busic facts and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
` Population, trade and transport. 


The guides are handy in size and flexihly bound, indispensable for duily use in 
commerce, industry and the travel trade. 


Four volumes are uvallahle: 


Norlh and Soulh Amerlea, 172 pp., DM 24.80: 
Asia/ Australla, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 
Afrlea, 110 pp.. DM 24.Ku; 

< Europe/USSR, 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


Look it up in Brockhaus 
F, A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1. 


